
RESPONSE FROM CATHY PEATTIE MSP 
 
In the context of section 8.7 of the Code of Conduct (and of other areas of 
parliamentary activity), I consider that the current arrangements discriminate 
against parties with large numbers of constituency MSPs in a region. For 
example, in the Central region, there are 8 Labour MSPs (all constituency); 7 
SNP MSPs (2 constituency, 5 list); 1 Liberal MSP (list); and 1 Conservative 
MSP (list). If there is a school visit from Falkirk West or Kilmarnock & 
Loudoun, then no Labour MSP will be invited to participate, despite Labour 
having almost half the MSPs in the Central Scotland area. Yet in the eight 
Labour held seats, parties with only one MSP in Central Scotland will be 
included. The same consideration applies to many other constituency based 
events and visits. 
 
Perhaps in such circumstances, it should be the practice to issue an invitation 
to all parties who have MSPs, whether list or constituency, in the region where 
the event is taking place or on which it is based, i.e. the code of conduct 
should specify "one Member from each party having list or constituency 
Members within the region, including the relevant constituency member". I 
believe this principle should be applied elsewhere as appropriate, and 
accordingly, I ask that this is noted both with respect to section 8.7 and the 
wider context of parliamentary activity and the code of conduct. 
 
With regards to the questions in Annex B, may I make the following points? 
 
1. Constituents should be able to complain about the level of service or 
performance of their MSP, but there should be a mechanism to safeguard 
against spurious and vexatious complaints. 
 
2. Complaints should be relevant to the rules governing the conduct of MSPs, 
and not based on political disagreement. 
 
3. MSPs should ensure that they are easy to contact and accessible. 
 
4. The interests of all constituents have to be balanced and taken into 
account. 
 
5. Complainants should have informed the MSP of their concerns, and 
allowed reasonable opportunity for a reply. 
 
6. Regional members should inform the constituency MSP that they have 
been contacted. This is particularly important if the constituent has 
approached more than one MSP, since it may be possible for MSPs to 
coordinate action on behalf of the constituent. 
 
7. In general, I consider anyone resident within the constituency to be a 
constituent. Further clarification could be based on eligibility to be on the 
electoral register for the constituency. 



 
9. Ministers should notify local members when visiting constituencies or 
regional areas. 


