
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the - 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
Room TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 
Holyrood 
Edinburgh EH99 1SP 
 

11 June 2008 
 
Dear Clerk 
 
Review of the Code of Conduct for Members of the Scottish Parliament 
 
I wish to put on record my support for the revisions to Section 8 of the Code of 
Conduct for Members of the Scottish Parliament which have been put forward 
by my colleague, Cathie Craigie, Member for Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. 
 
Following discussion with Cathie Craigie and a number of other Members I am 
also taking the opportunity to make some further comments in relation to 
Section 8.1.3. 
 
I agree that regional MSPs should have a responsibility to all those in the 
region for which they were elected and I further believe that they should take 
steps to prevent any suggestion that public money is being used to target an 
individual constituency within their region particularly where they have been 
or plan to be a candidate in a constituency election.  
 
In my view it is, therefore, important that regional MSPs recognise this in the 
way in which they operate within the region.  Evidence that they were 
working in more than two constituencies should not just include, as the 
present code is currently interpreted, the holding of surgeries, but also the 
distribution of publications, communications and other parliamentary activity 
across their region or - as a minimum – activity to an equal extent in more than 
two constituencies. 
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These thoughts reflect my experience as a constituency Member since 1999 
and I hope the Committee will give consideration to the merits of my 
suggestions, as well as Cathie Craigie’s, as part of their deliberations in the 
ongoing review.  
 
As a final point on the circulated draft as a whole, I do feel that it is rather 
wordy and has to much superfluous language which detracts from the clarity 
of the positions it is attempting to set out and I hope that this will be 
addressed before a final draft is proposed. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pauline McNeill MSP 
Glasgow Kelvin 


