
RESPONSE FROM MIKE RUMBLES MSP 
 
Consultation response to the draft revised section 8 of the Code of 
Conduct 
 
In Paragraph 8.1.8 it states that “Regional MSPs have a responsibility to all those 
in the region for which they were elected. It is important therefore that they 
recognise this in the way in which they operate within the region…” I couldn’t 
agree more with this statement but what I find completely illogical is what then 
follows, it then says … “they must therefore work in more than 2 constituencies in 
their region. 
 
I find the above statement in the draft code to be unacceptable. If logic dictates 
that both Constituency and Regional MSPs are equal then they must be asked to 
serve their constituents equally too. It would be a  nonsense if it stated in the 
code of conduct that constituency MSPs only had to operate in 1/3rd of their 
constituencies, yet this is precisely what the code suggests regional MSPs need 
to do. 
 
The reasons why the code of conduct was written like this in the first term of the 
Parliament was because some regional MSPs took advantage of the rather loose 
rules to ‘target’ constituency MSPs with leaflets produced with public money. 
Experience has shown that some regional MSPs deliver their ‘information’ 
leaflets at public expense to only parts of their region. It is my view that it should 
be a requirement written into the Code of Conduct to ensure that any 
‘information’ leaflets such as annual reports produced at public expense 
delivered to homes in an MSPs constituency or region should be delivered 
across the whole of the constituency/region. This would ensure that the practice 
which was initially prevalent in the first years of the Parliament does NOT 
resurface. It will also ensure that a proper service is provided to constituents 
across the whole of an MSPs constituency/region and not just in a ‘selected’ part 
of it. 
 
 
 
 


