
RESPONSE FROM IAIN GRAY MSP 
 
I would wish to suggest the revision to the draft of section 1 as attached below, 
 

8.1 Representation & Casework Management 
 
 
8.1.1 An MSP is entitled to take an interest in or take up a matter affecting the 
constituency or region for which they were elected. 
 
8.1.2 An MSP must not deal with a matter relating to a constituency case or 
constituency issue outwith his or her constituency or region, unless by prior 
agreement with the MSP’s representing the area. 
 
8.1.3 A constituent has the right to raise a specific personal or local constituency 
matter with his or her constituency MSP’s or one of their seven regional list 
MSP’s 
 
8.1.4 It is expected, that, the usual point of contact for a constituent raising a 
specific personal or local constituency matter will be his or her constituency MSP   
 
8.1.5 In the event that a regional list MSP does raise a constituency case (for 
example with a Minister or Local Authority), the regional MSP must notify the 
relevant constituency MSP at the outset unless the consent of the constituent is 
withheld.  A suggested pro forma for this purpose is attached at appendix A.  
 
8.1.6 In the event that a MSP is made aware that a constituent’s case is already 
being pursued by a constituency or regional MSP, it is recommended that the 
member notifies that MSP.  Adopting such an approach should avoid duplication 
of case work. 
 
8.1.7 MSP’s are reminded of the requirements of the Data Protection Act when 
processing personal data and sensitive personal data.  Members must not 
provide personal data about constituents without agreement with the constituent 
about with whom their personal data will be shared.  In corresponding with 
Ministers or other agencies MSP’s must ensure that any initial written or oral 
communication makes clear the basis upon which any personal data and 
sensitive personal data about a constituent is being provided. 
 
8.1.8 Regional MSP’s have a responsibility to all those in the region for which 
they were elected.  It is important therefore that they recognise this in the way in 
which they operate within the region and they must therefore work in more than 2 
constituencies within their region.  Evidence that they were doing so would 
include holding surgeries in more than 2 constituencies (though regional MSP’s 
do have the option of holding surgeries in their Party’s regional office only) and 



dealing with local authorities and other agencies and constituents in more than 2 
constituencies within their region.   
 


