
SUBMISSION FROM DOUGLAS R R GRAHAM 
 
1. I write as a private individual with over 30 years of experience as a Solicitor in private 
practice in the Highlands and Islands which included inter alia acting for clients, 
including private individuals and community organisations, in relation to rural land 
matters. I have now retired from private practice. 
 
2. I note the terms of the Bill, particularly in relation to the Scottish Crown Estate 
Commissioner. I do not consider that the proposals deal appropriately with the role of 
the Crown Estate Commissioners in Scotland and that an opportunity has been lost in 
terms of the Bill as presently framed to bring the activities of the Crown Estate 
Commissioners in Scotland into a more direct relationship with the Scottish 
Government. 
 
3.  I expect that in the future there will be  a number of situations where the interests 
of individuals and communities in Scotland could be better served by the existence of a 
stronger, direct relationship between the Crown Estate Commissioners and the Scottish 
Government.  
 
4. In addition, I have concerns that community bodies are required to raise funds to 
purchase land and other heritable assets which may be in public ownership, such as 
that of a local authority, in order to effect a transfer of ownership to a community body 
prior to development. In the current financial climate, these funds are increasingly 
difficult to obtain. The creation of a Scottish Public Body who could own such assets 
and lease them to community bodies would allow the funds raised by the community 
bodies to be used for the sustainable development of the land and assets concerned, 
often in situations where the financial viability of such development is fragile. 
 
5. Such a Public Body could also as part of its function receive into its ownership and./ 
or  management  the Crown Estate in Scotland and accordingly as a first step towards 
such a situation, it would seem opportune to use the  Bill under consideration as a 
stepping stone by allowing the Scottish Government a more substantial involvement in 
the affairs of the Crown Estate Commissioners in Scotland than the Bill would seem to 
propose.  
 
6. I do not comment on whether or not the ownership of the Crown Estate in Scotland 
should be vested in the Scottish Government but  the management and operation of 
such Estate in synergy with the policies of the  duly-elected Scottish Government, in 
tandem with the creation of an asset-owning Public Body would  present an opportunity 
for the appropriate management and development of land and other heritable assets for 
the benefit of the communities throughout Scotland. 
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