
 

SUBMISSION FROM HEALTH PROFESSIONS COUNCIL 
 
1. The Health Professions Council (HPC) is pleased to make this submission to 

the Scotland Bill Committee. In our submission to the Committee we have 
described the role of the HPC as a UK wide statutory regulator of health 
professionals and addressed question 11 of the Committee’s call for 
evidence. 

 
2. The HPC is governed by the Health Professions Order 2001.  We regulate 15 

professions, numbering 212,000 individual professionals.  The professions 
include paramedics, physiotherapists and practitioner psychologists.  Our 
main role is to protect the health and wellbeing of those who use or need to 
use our registrants’ services.  To do this we maintain a register of health 
professionals, set standards for entry to our register, approve education and 
training programmes for registration and deal with concerns where a 
registrant may not be fit to practise.  We also have a statutory responsibility to 
inform and educate the public and registrants of the work we do and we do 
this across the UK. 

 
3. The HPC operates across all four UK countries and our legislation takes this 

into account, for example by requiring fitness to practise hearings to be held 
in the jurisdiction where a person is registered.  However, it is important that 
the Committee is aware of the processes by which HPC operates and how we 
carry out our statutory responsibilities. 

 
4. Under the existing arrangements, the HPC draws representation from across 

the UK on our Council.  We also have a statutory duty to consult with 
stakeholders on a number of issues, including, for instance, the setting of 
standards or the issuing of guidance.  In carrying out this role we work closely 
with numerous organisations and individuals across the UK including 
professional bodies, government, political and policy-making audiences, 
employers, consumer groups and patient groups.  We enjoy a very positive 
and constructive relationship with both the Department of Health in the UK, 
and the Scottish Government Health Directorate. 

 
5. The HPC is committed to working in an open and transparent manner with all 

those with an interest in our role as a regulator.  Regulators should be 
independent of government and the professionals they regulate so that they 
can make, and be seen to make, appropriate decisions in the public interest. 

 
6. Q11. Do you have an opinion on the re-reserving of issues such as 

insolvency, the regulation of health professions etc? Would the 
proposals be effective in their intentions, what would be the 
consequences and could they be adjusted to improve their effects? 

 
7. As an independent statutory regulator, we make no comment as to whether 

the regulation of all health professions within the UK should be reserved. 
 
8. We observe that there is widespread consensus that a consistent UK-wide 

approach to the regulation of health professions is both appropriate and 
beneficial to professionals and the public.  If effective and flexible regulatory 
approaches are in place then this will be achieved regardless of whether the 



issue is reserved or not.  The key objective is to ensure that a common 
framework of regulation for health professionals exists across the UK. 

 
9. As the Committee will be aware, the current process of bringing additional 

professions into regulation is by the making of an order under Section 60 of 
the Health Act 1999.  If this order applies to a profession where competence 
is devolved, then the order has to be approved by both the Scottish 
Parliament and UK Parliament. 

 
10. The flexibility of the regulatory approach that established the HPC is such that 

additional professions can be brought into regulation in a timely and efficient 
manner.  The HPC has a track record in regulating new professions, 
addressing issues such as protected titles, and setting proficiency, education, 
conduct and other standards to ensure the protection of patients.   
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