
SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH AIR RIFLE AND PISTOL ASSOCIATION (SARPA) 
 
SARPA, one of the larger shooting bodies dedicated to Airgun users covering all the 
main Scottish Field target clubs and many non club individuals wish to respond to the 
Scotland Bill Committee on the provisions in the Scotland Bill on the points related to 
our membership's interests.  
 Our comments also relate to the larger UK body of Airgun users who travel the length 
and breadth of the UK on the competition circuit who could be inconvenienced or even 
prohibited from competition if Airgun laws are changed significantly from those in the 
rest of the UK. 
 
We will restrict out response to the questions where our members' interests could be 
affected.   
 
RESPONSE 
 
Q1. The aims of the Scotland Bill and the White Paper (Strengthening 
Scotland's Future) are that it will enhance the financial accountability 
of the Parliament and Government in Scotland, improve working 
arrangements between Westminster and Holyrood Parliaments and 
Governments, and extend the powers and functions of the Scottish 
Parliament and the Scottish Government  In your view, do the 
proposals in the Bill and the White Paper achieve these purposes? 
 
Response: 
A. On the point of the move of Airgun Legislation from Westminster to Holyrood SARPA 
does not see how this will "improve working arrangements between Westminster and 
Holyrood Parliaments and Governments". We have concerns that it will actually cause 
confusion and issue not to have a single UK wide airgun strategy (NI excluded) and 
may cause disproportionate restrictions on the legitimate Scottish Airgun user. 
 
Questions 2 - 8 No comment. 
 
Q9. In terms of the non-financial aspects of the Scotland Bill, a number of 
changes, including changes to the legislative powers of the Scottish 
Parliament and the powers of the Scottish Ministers, have been 
outlined. What is your view of these in general terms? 
 
Response: 
A. SARPA's main concern relating to the Scotland act and the move of legislative 
powers over Airguns to Holyrood is the possible direct and currently unknown impact it 
would have on our membership and the hundreds of thousands of legitimate and law 
abiding airgun users in Scotland. 
Many MSP's have been canvassed by our membership as to their opinions towards the 
control of Airguns and while we have received plenty of personal feedback no clear 



indication of any national strategy has been made available. In many cases responses, 
while well intentioned, would lead to unworkable or ineffective changes.   
 
With the falling number of airgun crimes in Scotland as officially reported over the last 
decade, SARPA is in alignment with the Home Affairs Committee report on Firearms 
Control (2010) which did not agree with placing current low power Airguns on a firearms 
licensing regime.   
 
Q10. Additionally, do you have any specific views on the proposed changes 
to speed limits, drink driving limits, air-weapons and other matters (e.g. 
Scottish Crown Estate Commissioner, BBC Trust etc.)? 
 
Response: 
A. The "Recorded Crimes and Offences Involving Firearms in Scotland" report clearly 
show an ongoing, reducing trend related to Airgun offences with recorded incidents 
falling from 546 in 2001 to 426 in 2010. 
As there are an estimated 500,000 Airguns in circulation this gives an indication of the 
very low levels of actual Airgun abuse.  
These points highlight the fact that Scotland does not have the "National Airgun 
problem" as presented to the public by the media. 
 
SARPA feel any additional legislation against the Airgun user would bring little or no 
benefit and will only disproportionally impact the legitimate user, we may in fact be 
better to provide educational resource to inform adults and youths alike of their 
responsibilities and accountability under existing laws. 
 
If some form of Licence control was brought about this could lead to cross border issues 
for those who shoot nationwide impacting many national events and may by default 
criminalise the legitimate user. 
 
As a final note restricting legal access to airguns in Scotland may inadvertently lead to a 
black market bringing Airguns in from other parts of the UK to those who would misuse 
them. 
 
Questions 11 - 13 No Comment 
 
January 2011 
 


