
SUBMISSION FORM THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

ACCIDENTS (ROSPA)     

This response from RoSPA Scotland focuses purely on road safety issues.    

Question 
Q1. The aims of the Scotland Bill and the White Paper (Strengthening Scotland’s 
Future) are that it will ―enhance the financial accountability of the Parliament and 
Government in Scotland, improve working arrangements between Westminster and 
Holyrood Parliaments and Governments, and extend the powers and functions of the 
Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government.― In your view, do the 
proposals in the Bill and the White Paper achieve these purposes? 
A. Yes.  RoSPA believes that the proposals in the Scotland Bill and the White paper 

have the potential to enable Scotland to introduce legislation which will lead the way in 

terms of road casualty reduction and which will have financial benefits to the nation.    

Q2. What is your view on the approach proposed in the Scotland Bill to substituting the 
revenue from taxes levied by the Scottish Parliament for some of the grant from the UK 
Government which presently supports the Scottish budget? 
A. No View 
 
Q3. What is your view of the proposal in the Scotland Bill for a Scottish rate of income 
tax levied on all income tax bands, and the reduction of UK income tax in Scotland by 
10p in the pound accordingly? How would 
this work, are the proposals effective and are the proposed inter-Governmental 
mechanisms adequate? 
A. No view 
 
Q4. How would the framework have performed over the recent downturn, particularly in 
the light of the significant shocks to tax revenues? Is the system robust to cope with 
such challenging periods and return Scotland to economic growth – if not, what 
frameworks are in place to address this 
A. No view 
 
Q5. What is your opinion of the proposals to create devolved taxes, Stamp Duty Land 
Tax and Landfill Tax, and the power to create new devolved taxes? 
A. No view 
 
Q6. Do you have a view on the proposed new borrowing powers set out in the Scotland 
Bill? 
A. No view 
 
Q7. What is your assessment of the plans for the implementation of this new financial 
system and the risks and costs associated with that and have the UK Government 
adequately quantified these? How would the proposals to revise the system of funding 



work in practice? Is there sufficient information provided yet to enable a full assessment 
of the proposed funding arrangements? What key decisions remain to be taken? 
A. No view 
 
Q8. How do the proposals fit with systems from other jurisdictions –particularly in 
relation to more federal or quasi-federal countries? 
A. No view 
 
Q9. In terms of the non-financial aspects of the Scotland Bill, a number of changes, 
including changes to the legislative powers of the Scottish Parliament and the powers of 
the Scottish Ministers, have been outlined. What is your view of these in general terms? 
A. As a UK national organisation, RoSPA would like to see UK national legislative 

changes to help reduce road casualties.  However, we believe that this Scotland Bill has 

the potential to enable Scotland to lead the way on some significant aspects of casualty 

reduction which will have tremendous health and wellbeing benefits. 

Q10. Additionally, do you have any specific views on the proposed changes to speed 
limits, drink driving limits, air-weapons and other matters (e.g. Scottish Crown Estate 
Commissioner, BBC Trust etc.)? 
 

Drink  Driving 

A. RoSPA believes that the current drink drive limit of 80 mg per 100 ml of blood should 

be lowered to 50 mg per 100 ml of blood, and supported by wider powers for the police 

to conduct random breath tests. We believe that by far the best option is for this to be 

applied across the UK. 

However, we support recommendation 5.15 of the Calman Commission Report that that 

regulation-making powers relating to drink-driving limits be transferred to Scottish 

Ministers as we believe that this would enable Scotland to lower the drink drive limit, 

and set an example that the rest of the UK might follow. 

RoSPA responded to Sir Peter North review of Drink and Drug Driving Laws. In 

RoSPA’s written submission to the Review we stated: 

1.4  The Scottish Government has called for the power to set the drink drive limit in 

Scotland if it is not lowered in England and Wales.i  The majority (79%) of people 

in Scotland support a lower limit. The limit should be reduced for the whole UK, but 

RoSPA would support one just in Scotland, if necessary, in the hope that this 

would lead the way. 

National Speed Limits 

RoSPA agrees with the devolved for the 70 mph national speed limit on motorways and 

dual carriageways and 60 mph national speed limit for the single carriageway road 

network (along with the corresponding limits for vehicles other than cars). The speed 

limits for urban roads, as dictated by street lighting, would not be devolved as this sits 



under different legislation. Consideration should also being given to devolution of 

signing the speed limits. 

RoSPA agrees in principle that local traffic authorities are best placed to set speed 
limits, and ensure that they are appropriate and take into account local evidence, needs 
and considerations.  However, we would be concerned if there was a risk of the national 
speed limit on motorways and dual carriageways in Scotland being raised higher than 
70 mph. 

A change in legislative power may also allow Scotland an opportunity to consider the 
introduction of a generally accepted Speed Awareness Course for offenders. 

Occupational Risk and closer interaction with the Health and Safety Executive 

Given that the risks faced and created by people who use the road for work is one of the 

main factors in road casualties, RoSPA strongly supports any recommendation that 

would strengthen the Scottish Government’s ability to promote the Management of 

Occupational Road Risk (MORR) within the government and within the whole of 

Scotland. “Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020” quite rightly recognises the 

importance of this area of road safety activity, and recommendation 5.5 of the Calman 

Commission can only help this.  

RoSPA Scotland already has good communication with the HSE in Scotland through Dr 

Karen McDonnell’s participation in PHASS 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/scotland/partnership.htm   Through the Scottish Occupational 

Road Safety Alliance and the promotion of MORR events carried out in conjunction with 

the Scottish Centre for Healthy Working Lives we already have a strong foundation to 

build on.   A representative from the HSE sits on the ScORSA Steering Group. 

Q11. Do you have an opinion on the re-reserving of issues such as insolvency, the 
regulation of health professions etc? Would the proposals be effective in their intentions, 
what would be the consequences and could they be adjusted to improve their effects? 
A. No view 
 
Q12. Do you have a view on the plans by the UK Government to use the Bill for the 
partial suspension of Acts subject to scrutiny by Supreme Court? 
A. No view 
 
Q13. What further changes to the powers for the Scottish Parliament not currently in the 
Scotland Bill would, in your view, further help to achieve the purposes of the Bill and 
should be considered by the UK Government for inclusion? 
A. No view 
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  Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020, Scottish Government, 2009 
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