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RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WILDLIFE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH BADGERS 
 
 
I will start by thanking the Scottish Government for the inclusion of the amendments to 
the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 as amended by the Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act 2004. I am sure that these changes will make a significant difference to 
the protection of badgers. I understand that the further amendment I submitted to define 
the term “current use” is still being considered.  I was of course disappointed that our 
request for the term “reckless” to be used throughout the Act, which would have 
consolidated it with the use of that word in other similar legislation, was rejected.  I firmly 
believe that this is the ideal opportunity to tidy things up and make sure that 
enforcement agencies dealing with similar legislation have a common thread and 
understanding of what a word means and where they can apply it in relation to their 
investigation of offences.  
 
In relation to the proposed changes to snaring we are still of the opinion that the only 
suitable resolution to this problem is an outright ban.  Despite the new regulation that 
were introduced in April THE SNARES (SCOTLAND) ORDER 2010 the incidence of 
badgers being caught in snares is still unacceptably high. I am sure that I do not need to 
include graphic accounts and photographs of the horrendous suffering and injuries 
these animals are subjected to for you to understand my concern. Crucially we are still 
receiving reports of badgers being caught in snares on fence lines and all too often 
reports that captured animals have been in the snares well in excess of any 24 hour 
period since the snares were last checked.  There has been a steady increase in the 
number of badgers caught in snares, I am sure there are many more not reported, and 
although I realise I maybe a tad cynical the graph below clearly indicates an increase in 
incident since the decision not to ban snares was taken. 



2 

 

  
Already this year we have had 15 reported incidents. I realise that I am not a loan voice 
in asking the Scottish Government to reconsider its decision not to ban snares but I feel 
that I would failing my membership and other interested parties if I did not ask it to do 
so.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss any of these matters 
further.  
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