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RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WILDLIFE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

 
 

The Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Scottish SPCA) is grateful 
for the opportunity to provide written and oral submissions on the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment (WANE) Bill. 
 
The Scottish SPCA made a full response to the initial consultation on the Bill. 
 
The Scottish SPCA is the largest animal welfare charity in Scotland and our views focus 
on issues that can or do have an impact on animal welfare. 
 
The Scottish SPCA is recognised as a specialist reporting agency to the Procurator 
Fiscal service and can report animal welfare related offences direct to this service, 
further all of our Inspectors are authorised by the Minister to enforce the welfare 
provisions of the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006, as many cases of 
wildlife crime involve cruelty to captive wildlife, this legislation can also be used in many 
instances of wildlife crime. 
 
The Scottish SPCA agrees that much of the legislation being scrutinised in this Bill is 
out of date, not practical in today’s terms and in many cases un-enforceable. 
 
GAME LAWS 
The Scottish SPCA welcomes the repeal and modernisation of Game Laws dating back 
to 1772. The Society strongly welcomes the introduction of close seasons for both 
brown and mountain hares.  
 
The Bill addresses the issue of Poaching, which is in many cases a genuine animal 
welfare problem, causing great suffering to hares and deer by the use of dogs and 
inappropriate weapons, given the nature and location of poaching it is essential that 
convictions could be secured on the evidence of a single witness. 
 
SNARING 
The Scottish SPCA stated policy is opposed to the manufacture and use of all snares. 
On animal welfare grounds, the Scottish SPCA seeks a ban on all snares. In the 
Society’s view even target species deserve a better method of control. By their very 
nature, snares are indiscriminate and catch, injure and kill many non-target species, 
including protected animals and domestic pets. 
 
The Scottish SPCA firmly welcomed the improvements made in relation to snaring by 
the Snares (Scotland) Order 2010, and supports the proposals in the WANE Bill in 
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relation to the identification of snares, which would enable the operator of the snares to 
be traced in the event of mis-use, and the requirement for the operator of any snare to 
undergo specific training. 
 
The Scottish SPCA was involved in discussions with BASC Scotland and the Game and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust in relation to the content of the training courses that may be 
required following the passage of this Bill. The Scottish SPCA has not attended any of 
the courses currently being offered despite requesting an invitation to do so. 
 
While the identification of individual snares will certainly aid enforcement, it must be 
recognised that suffering will still occur as enforcement can only occur after the mis-use 
of snares has been identified. 
 
The Special Investigations Unit of the Scottish SPCA still receives complaints and 
carries out investigations in relation to the mis-use of snares. A recent case resulted in 
the accused being fined £3,500.00 by the court in the Dumfries and Galloway area, in 
relation to snaring Badgers. 
 
Many other instances have been investigated that have not resulted in legal 
proceedings as the snare operator could not be traced. 
 
NON NATIVE SPECIES 
The Scottish SPCA fully supports strict penalties for anyone who intentionally or 
recklessly releases a Non Native Species. The Scottish SPCA believes that in relation 
to live animals, lethal methods of control in relation to Non Native species should be a 
measure of last resort. 
 
SPECIES LICENSING 
The Scottish SPCA believes that Scottish Natural Heritage should be the single 
licensing issuing body. Due to a potential conflict of interest, this function should not be 
administered by Local Authorities. 
 
DEER 
Given that Deer are not owned as such, much of the responsibility lies at the point of 
taking or killing, this is where successful deer management groups have been of use in 
managing the wild population. 
 
At the moment, much of the work or advice of DCS can simply be ignored until it 
reaches the stage of a section 7 (voluntary) or 8 (compulsory) of the Act are developed, 
we are unaware of any section 8 powers having been used in recent years, the merged 
DCS – SNH should have the ability to compel landowners to act at an earlier stage. 
 
There are many examples of very good voluntary deer management groups and they 
should be allowed to continue on that basis. Where a voluntary approach is not 
achieving sustainable management then land managers should be legally required to 
implement such a plan. 
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Landowners should meet the costs on any occasion where DCS / SNH have had to 
intervene. 
 
The Scottish SPCA has raised the issue of competency on many occasions, the Society 
would strongly recommend that any person wishing to shoot deer must prove their 
competency to do so; such persons should be assessed by a competent authority and 
registered as competent in species identification, knowledge of seasons, firearms safety 
and legislation. 
 
If a register of competent persons is introduced, there should be a provision to allow a 
person to be removed from the register if they are subsequently found to be acting in a 
non competent manner. 
 
Close seasons for deer have an important welfare aspect, especially for hinds and 
dependent young; any changes to the close seasons must take animal welfare into 
account. 
 
BADGERS 
The Scottish SPCA welcomes the term “knowingly” being introduced into offences 
against Badgers. 
 
M Flynn 
Chief Superintendent 
 
 


