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RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WILDLIFE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND 
 
The National Trust for Scotland (the Trust) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the 
proposals set out in Stage 1 of the Bill.  We also take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the support the Trust receives through agencies of the Scottish Government which 
assist it with its work on the conservation of the nation‟s cultural and natural heritage 
assets in its care, particularly here the grant received from Scottish Natural Heritage.   
The Trust contributed to the consultation stage response to the Bill through Scottish 
Environment (SE) LINK.  The Trust has also contributed to and supports the further 
evidence submission made by SE LINK.  
 
We very much welcome the steps taken to prevent the release of non-native species 
and we see this as a major advance in countering a serious threat to Scotland‟s wildlife. 
However, especially in the circumstances of Trust ownership, we believe that there are 
still problems with defining what is meant by “release into the wild” in the case of plants.  
Should there be opportunities to inform the process to address these issues, for 
example through the preparation of the Code of Practice, the Trust offers its further 
assistance. 
 
 
Part 2 Sections 14 to 17  Invasive and Non- Native Species 
The Trust manages a great variety of types of property ranging from formal gardens 
through designed landscapes, parkland and policy woodlands to semi-natural woodland 
and mountainous wild land. It is not always clear where the „gardens‟ end and the „wild‟ 
begins.  Many of these areas have been planted since the eras of the earliest plant 
collectors with non-native species which now make up their essential character and 
form a major part of their heritage significance to us today. We give some detailed 
background to the Trust‟s circumstances: 
 

 The National Trust for Scotland is Scotland‟s largest garden owner with 70 
properties supporting a garden of some kind; 

 35 properties have major gardens or designed landscapes (as defined in the 
Inventory of Gardens & Designed Landscapes in Scotland); 

 These gardens are the product of over 400 years of garden evolution that have 
made use of the ever increasing numbers of plant species available to 
gardeners; 

 During their heyday many of the landed estates sponsored plant collecting 
expeditions and in return acquired new plant introductions that now form the 
characteristic Scottish garden landscape heritage that we are all familiar with; a 
number of Trust Head Gardeners have in the past taken part in plant and seed 
collecting excursions and have themselves introduced new species into UK 
horticultural cultivation; 
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 Trust gardens contain the largest variety of taxa in the UK, second only to the 
National Trust, and considerably more than the Royal Botanic Garden, 
Edinburgh; 

 The Trust holds computerised records for 85% of its plant collection and currently 
includes over 70,000 records, of which 13,500 are unique taxa – almost all of 
these recorded species are non-native ornamental trees, shrubs, herbaceous 
perennials, bulbs etc. 

 Other than productive walled kitchen gardens, gardens and their associated 
designed landscapes rarely have major physical barriers to prevent the spread of 
plant material out into the wild; 

  Designed landscapes include „borrowed‟ landscapes beyond the formal 
boundaries of a created space, in such cases there is little or no distinction 
between  gardened areas and adjacent wild land; 

 We recognise that there are important invasive non-native plants such as the well 
promoted water weeds, Crocosmia, Leycesteria, Japanese Knotweed, Giant 
Hogweed, Rhododendron ponticum and many others (as well as some invasive 
British native plants) and these problem plants are known to gardeners as 
potential nuisance if allowed to escape into the wild. 

 
On most of its land the Trust has a default policy of planting native species and its 
Policy on Wild Land1 has been quoted as an exemplary contribution to the 
understanding and assessment of significance of some of Scotland‟s most iconic 
landscapes.  However, in designed landscapes and policy woodlands it might be 
considered appropriate to continue planting non-native species to replace existing 
plantings (storm damage/age) to help maintain their essential character.  
 
The Trust calls for careful consideration, definition and explanation of „wild land‟ and 
„into the wild‟ in relation to banning the „introduction of non-native species into the wild‟ 
in the proposed Code of Practice in case the Trust runs into situations where gardens 
can no longer survive with their ornamental plant collections (that rarely include any 
deliberately planted native species) and in clearly identifying those areas that will be 
considered as not being in the wild and thereby avoiding ambiguity as to where so-
called wild land starts and finishes with adjacent gardens, designed landscapes, policy 
woodlands etc.  The Trust anticipates that it would not be the only landowner to face 
this problem. 
 
Whilst the Trust recognises the condition refers to the other provisions of that part of the 
Bill, for the avoidance of doubt we ask that consideration be given for Section 14 (2) to 
include a reference to the Code of Practice as follows: 
 
“Subject to the provisions of this Part, including those set out in the Code of Practice, 
any person who plants, or otherwise causes to grow, any plant in the wild at a place 
outwith its native range is guilty of an offence”. 
 
                                                 
1
 ‘Wild Land Policy’ the National Trust for Scotland, 2002 

http://www.nts.org.uk/conserve/downloads/wild_land_policy_2002.pdf  

http://www.nts.org.uk/conserve/downloads/wild_land_policy_2002.pdf
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The Trust welcomes the proposal that the Code of Practice is to be the subject of a 
further consultation exercise  and it would wish to be registered as an „interested‟ party 
in becoming involved in that exercise.  Should there be opportunity it also offers any 
further assistance it can in helping to inform the sort of circumstances described above 
and which, it understands, the Code of Practice intends to address. 
 


