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RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WILDLIFE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM CROWN ESTATE 
 

The Crown Estate in Scotland owns and manages around 50% of the foreshore and 
beds of tidal rivers, together with almost all the seabed out to the 12 nautical mile limit. 
Our Rural Estate in Scotland is responsible for 43,000 ha (106,253ac) of land including 
5,000 ha (12,355 ac) of forestry. The portfolio comprises five rural estates which include 
185 agricultural tenancies and 102 residential properties. The Crown Estate has energy 
and (non-hydrocarbon) mineral rights out to 200 nautical miles. Stewardship is one of 
our core values and we take our responsibilities to employ the principles of sustainable 
development very seriously. The Crown Estate is not a regulator for any of the activities 
that take place on its Marine estate. 
 
The Crown Estate welcomes the intention of this Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill to 
support sustainable economic activity in our countryside and that this legislation should 
be efficient, effective and proportionate. Most of the provisions in the Bill apply to the 
terrestrial environment and we do not anticipate that these will adversely impact on our 
statutory responsibilities or land management activities. However it is not clear from the 
Bill how its provisions might be applied in the marine environment, and as owner of 
large parts of the foreshore and seabed The Crown Estate seeks further clarification 
around the obligations applying to land owners in relation to non-native species. The 
Crown 
Estate is keen to assist the Rural Affairs & Environment Committee in ensuring that the 
consequences of the draft legislation are fully considered in this respect. 
 
The Committee’s attention should be drawn to the provisions of Section 16 in the draft 
Bill in line with our comments on the control of Invasive and Non-Native Species (INNS) 
during the pre-draft consultation phase. 
 
1. It is currently unclear how Responsible Authorities will act in relation to INNS in the 
marine environment. 
It is important to ensure the legislation is not drafted in such a way as to pass 
responsibility to The Crown Estate for managing all INNS in the marine environment, as 
this will inhibit our ability to generate income on behalf of UK citizens and is not 
technically feasible in such as a vast area. 
2. In both the marine environment and on land the distinction between landlord and 
occupier should be clarified in order to set out the situation in which the owner would 
become subject to a species control order. 
 
We would be happy to discuss these points with the Committee at Stage 1. 


