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At the Committee Meeting at Langholm on the 7th September 2010 a number of 
important and useful points were raised with respect to the use of snares.  Those 
organisations most closely involved with the use of snares have now been able to 
consider these matters in greater detail and we would like to furnish you with the 
following observations: 
 

 It was suggested by Libby Anderson that snares were used in the control of 25% 
of the foxes that were culled each year in Scotland.  In the Joint Industry Briefing 
on The Importance of Snaring that was produced in 2008 we reported that an 
earlier study had shown that 96% of gamekeepers reported the presence of 
foxes that needed to be controlled and that, after night shooting, snaring was the 
most effective method of control, used by 86% of them. 
Snaring accounted for 30% of all foxes controlled by gamekeepers, although on 
some land snaring counts for more than 75% of all foxes taken. 

  
It was also reported that snaring accounted for just 20% of the foxes controlled 
on Langholm Moor, lamping accounting for 80%.  We note that: 
a) While this is slightly lower than the reported national average this may be a 

reflection of the fact that 5 gamekeepers are employed at Langholm (a higher 
staffing ratio than would normally be expected on an 11,960 ha estate) and 
part of their work programme is to lamp for foxes at least twice per week. 

b)  It may also reflect the relatively high density of foxes in this area which are not 
aware of the risk of being lamped („lamp-shy‟) as the project is still at an early 
stage of predator control. 

c) Langholm moor is a relatively open habitat with clear views off the existing 
road network thus facilitating lamping. These are situations that are not 
always replicated on other sites. 

 
 It was suggested that there could be some form of restriction on the number of 

snares that estates or individual operators could use at any one time.  We have 
considered this and recognise that it would be very difficult to set an arbitrary 
figure for either fox or rabbit snares.  We also recognise that it is not explicitly 
stated in “Snaring in Scotland – A Practitioners‟ Guide” that you should never set 
more snares than you can manage, ensuring that the number set can inspected 
every 24 hours and ideally soon after dawn as possible. 
It is our intention to insert this into the next edition of the guide as a clear 
recommendation. 

 



 It was also suggested that there could be mandatory requirement for all of those 
using snares to keep a record of snaring activity.  The guide currently 
recommends: 

 
“Daily records of snaring activity, including each set snare, should be kept.  This 
should include a map or GPS record showing the location of snares, and this 
should be copied to the land manager.  A daily diary should record the success 
of individual snares along with other information, such as mis-catches, problems 
from interference and general observations” 
 
Recording sheets have already been designed, to be used either electronically or 
in hard copy. 
 
We would accept that such record keeping becoming a mandatory requirement. 

 
 With respect to the provisions requiring snares to be checked at least once every 

day at intervals of no more than 24 hours we would also recommend that it would 
be pragmatic to include an exemption from this to cover severe weather 
situations.  A similar exemption exists with respect to the inspection of cage traps 
under the current General Licences to kill or take certain birds.  This would 
mainly be applicable after heavy snowfall when an operator was physically 
unable to reach his snares, and when the snares would themselves have been 
rendered ineffective. 
 

If there is any further information or clarification required on any issue surrounding 
the use of snares in Scotland please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Dr Colin B. Shedden 
Director, BASC Scotland 
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