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PE 1335: PETITIONER’S RESPONSE     
 
PE1335/H Scottish Disability Sport: They emphasize their unique partnership with 
the Scottish FA has made remarkable progress.  

However it is extremely concerning to hear of the inherent weaknesses which 
currently threaten the sustainability and further development of the sport. A few 
points were elaborated: 
 

• Should the existence of the National Development Manager – Disability post 
and Assistant National Football Development Officer – Disability posts cease 
to exist, the Scottish disability football programme would be jeopardized.  

• Should the funding from the Scottish FA  be reduced it would have a major 
impact on the Scottish disability football programme 

• The current financial climate is also threatening the sustainability of the 
progress. Two funders who both supported elements of the disability football 
programme have withdrawn their support.  

 
PE1335/I Sportscotland: They advise the Scottish FA are best placed to provide the 
necessary information. They inform the Scottish Government are fully committed to 
removing any barriers that may exist for people with disabilities taking part in any 
sport. We interpret this as the CP/ABI team. Furthermore they emphasise their close 
partnership with the Scottish Disability Sport, the governing body.  
 
PE1335/J Scottish FA  
 
It goes without saying that rule 15.6.2(a) of the Standing Orders is way above our 
heads.  Furthermore, as stated several times during the onset of the petition, it is not 
our intention to disrupt or make matters worse for the CP/ABI team.   

Mr Regan’s amplified, simplified and summarized implications that Government 
interference could be risky seems slightly exaggerated to us.  From our experience, 
when a large organization feels it necessary to  start quoting articles, standing orders, 
laws, etc. to express themselves there are usually two possible reasons. 

• They feel as if they have been backed into a corner and this is the only option 
to win the argument or cause deadlock.  

• They haven’t consciously acknowledged they want to cooperate but they want 
to exercise their role as leading body and highlight the dangers that could 
occur.  

Logic tells us it is the first option as otherwise the Scottish FA would have been more 
forthcoming. However, if it is as complex as is suggested, we should be grateful to Mr 
Regan for bringing it to our attention at this stage.   
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 Any change in policy doesn’t happen overnight. There are always numerous pages 
of small print that have to be scrutinized. We have no idea how many complex 
obstacles would have to be overcome but we are certain if all parties are willing there 
is always a way.  

They also omitted to respond to the question “Would they be willing to commit 
themselves 100% to finding an overall sponsor”? A point which they themselves 
brought up and we acted on.  

The Scottish FA emphasize that those consulted should be seeking to act in the best 
interest of Scottish football. We find it very hard to believe that a move forward with 
the CP/ABI would have such disastrous effect on Scottish football in general. After all 
it is a minute part of the whole programme. It seems like it is more a case of the 
Scottish FA does not have our best interests at heart, whereas other parties in 
Scotland do.  

We skimmed through the Henry McLeish report but couldn’t find anything specifically 
directed at national disability football teams. It was emphasized that it is important to 
develop the national teams – both men and women and in particular develop squads 
from under 21s to under 16s (page 79 of the report).   

We strongly urge to keep the petition open. The Scottish FA has not even given an 
indication of when the new Disability Plan will be finalized. We had many concerns 
and even more so now that the Scottish FA do not seem willing to cooperate. In fact 
reading the Scottish Disability Sport’s answer it sounds like we might be going 
backwards instead of forwards. Elaborating our fear that our team may be 
discriminated.  

Apart from the fact that rule 15.6.2(a) of the Standing Orders has to be examined we 
have the following questions.   

1. The Henry McLeish report is very extensive and explicit. Perhaps we have 
overlooked something. Write to Henry McLeish and ask where and when in 
the report we can find comments specifically relating disability football and in 
particular the development of national teams. 

2. When does the Scottish FA expect the Disability Plan to be finalized? 
3. The Scottish FA themselves drew light to the subject of a sponsor and then 

omitted to answer our question. Did the Scottish FA accidently overlook the 
question “Would they be willing to commit themselves 100% to finding an 
overall sponsor”?  

4. What is the Scottish FA’s response to the concerns of the SDS? These moves 
would be of drastic concern to our and other teams.  
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