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Mr F D Cochrane, 
Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee 
TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1SQ 
 

24th January, 2011 
Dear Mr Cochrane, 
 
PETITION PE 1335 BY MAGGIE TERVIT (“THE PETITION”) 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15th December in connection with the above.  I would respectfully 
refer the Committee to the Association’s substantive letter of response dated 11th November, 
2010.  Other than informing the Petitioner that the new Disability Plan is currently not 
finalised and therefore unavailable, the Association would like to confirm it has nothing 
further to add to its previous responses. 
  
Risk of Government interference – 
 
It is the Association’s position that this Petition is seeking the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to “take action” in respect of the adoption by the Scottish Football 
Association of the “Scottish National Team for Footballers with Cerebral Palsy/Acquired 
Brain Injury”.  If the Committee were to exercise its powers and refer the Petition to the 
Scottish Ministers under rule 15.6.2(a) of the Standing Orders, then the Petition would fall to 
be considered and potentially actioned by the Scottish Government.  Any such action would 
be in breach of FIFA regulations requiring National Associations to be independent of third 
party, including Governmental, interference.   

 
All of the parties involved in the Petition, including the Petitioner and those considering the 
Petition as well as those consulted should seek to act in the best interests of Scottish football 
and it is submitted that such a referral to the Scottish Ministers would be contrary to that aim.  
Such Governmental interference would most certainly lead to the risk of FIFA sanctions 
which include the risk of suspension. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
STEWART M REGAN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE. 
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