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PETITION 1335  

Sportscotland: We acknowledge receipt of their reply dated 21st October 2010. At 
this moment in time we have no comments.  

Scottish FA: here below is our answer  to their response dated 11 November, 2010.  

The Scottish FA repeatedly state they currently see the resourcing of the game at 
grassroots and developmental level as its main priority. Firstly, we agree that this 
should be the priority and it is actually illogical to think otherwise. Secondly, Henry 
McLeish stated  likewise in the total of 53 recommendations he made in the first part 
of his “Review of Scottish Football”, which focused on the grassroots of the game.  
The grassroots of football, all be it disability, ladies, youth etc. is the foundation of the 
sport. Without grassroots development, the future of all disability football on an 
international level would be uncertain.  
 
The Scottish FA state they are “extremely proud of being the  “main facilitator”  
within the achievements that the  CP/ABI has accomplished since 2005” (3rd 
paragraph of their answer). With respect, because of their repetition of stating 
“grassroots being the priority” it doesn’t come over strongly that  they are proud. After 
hosting the European Championships in August, it seems like they want to wash their 
hands of disability international football development. Which we hope is not the case 
as this would be discrimination. One can’t imagine the SFA stating they want to 
concentrate on the grassroots of the under 21’s and then put the national team on a 
back burner until this improves!   
 
The CP/ABI team is the first team to reach this level internationally and nobody 
expects the Scottish FA to automatically find funding for  six teams at this level. As 
previously stated our team has set an example for other disability teams. A fear of 
other teams, e.g. Learning Disability or Deaf automatically making greater demands 
because of the Scottish FA adopting our team is irrelevant. It should be seen as an 
obstacle which with the correct clausal wording to  be overcome, e.g.  a national 
disability team has to participate at an international level for ? years, and have made 
forward progress before considerations may be made.   
 
It was agreed at the CPISRA General Assembly in October 2010 that football will 
become independent. This will definitely happen before the 1st January, 2017. 
Depending on how smoothly the initial changeover stages take place this may even 
be sooner. Should it turn out to be at the latest 1st January 2017 this is the 
foreseeable future.  In total 6 working years. The “Future of disability football – Hitting 
the Target” plan is due to be written. The previous one covered 2006 to 2010. We 
presume some recommendations taking the CPISRA future changes  into 
consideration will be included when it is re-written.  
 
As everyone is aware  the GB football team participating at the Olympics in 2012 has 
been an ongoing discussion for a long time. We are of course aware the Scottish FA 
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does not support players entering a GB environment.  A number of Scottish CP/ABI  
players are in the long selection for the Paralympics in 2012. It goes without saying, 
under no circumstances should this situation be jeopardized. Furthermore, this is also 
an obstacle that can be overcome by careful and correct wording in an agreement.  
 
  
With all respect the Scottish FA’s answer sounds slightly biased and contradictory.  
They have given several reasons for not adopting the team but when it comes down 
to it they would be more than happy if an overall sponsor should appear on the 
scene. Perhaps instead of providing “staff resources” to support the SDS to obtain a 
sponsor they should give the task of finding a sponsor to their staff specialised in this 
line of work. Particularly and presuming the “staff resources”  is probably the National 
Development Manager  for Disability who obviously cannot give this matter 100% of 
his attention as he has a wide range of duties. In our written submission dated 22 
September, 2010 we responded in detail to the reply from the SDS.  However, we 
wish to repeat the following to amplify their view. Quote from SDS letter 30 August, 
2010.   “SDS would fully support the incorporation of the Scottish CP/S/ABI Football 
Squad within the SFA. Much work has already been undertaken to achieve this 
transition through the SDS/SFA partnership. This incorporation is key to the future 
development of the sport in Scotland. Without this additional support, existing 
structures will not develop and will eventually stagnate. However, it is vital that the 
existing partnership, of the SDS disability knowledge and the SFA technical 
knowledge, is maintained”. 

 

CONCLUSION   

We do not consider the Scottish FA’s arguments to be ground reasons for not taken 
the required action. Ultimately, this is a petition for disability football in general in 
Scotland. Change  is essential  and  we are quite confident  the other disability teams 
would approve and support this action. Otherwise, the future of disability football in 
Scotland might regress or come to a standstill.  

The SDS will support a transition and Henry McLeish has made it extremely clear 
that changes across all levels of football development are necessary. Furthermore, at 
the end of the day we are talking about a “drop in the ocean”, if his recommendations 
of  £500m over the next ten years go ahead.   

The petitioner requests the committee to go ahead with the petition and take the 
following action.  

Write to the Scottish FA and pose the following questions : 

1. The SDS is ready for the transition, why and what is holding the Scottish FA 
back? 

2. What plans for international future development will be included when the new 
“Future Disability Plan” is written?  
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3.  Ask the Association to provide details on when, how, who and what  steps 

were taken to find an overall sponsor. 
4. Would the Scottish FA be willing to commit themselves 100%  to finding an 

overall sponsor?  

Last but not least. The petitioner was very open with the Scottish FA and from the 
initial onset of the petition  communicated directly with them. At that time there was 
no official  C.E.O. We presume the replies have been endorsed by the new C.E.O but 
there is nothing to indicate this.  

5. We request an indication from Stewart Regan, C.E.O.  to acknowledge that he 
is behind the Scottish FA’s decisions.   

 

Petitioner: Maggie Tervit                                       Date:   30 November, 2010 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


