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Response to Question 1: original question: ``What is the Scottish FA´s 
response to the petition and will you take the action called for?``  
The Scottish FA, in partnership with Scottish Disability Sport (SDS), has been 
integral in the development of CP football in Scotland since 2005. The 
Scottish FA is committed to continuing this level of support and ongoing 
development for the foreseeable future. 
 
However, although the Scottish FA recognises the importance of creating 
pathways and role models for players with disabilities, the Association 
currently see the resourcing of the game at a grassroots and developmental 
level as its main priority. As a result the Association has currently no plans to 
adopt, within its national teams programme, a team for CP/ABI footballers. 
 
The Scottish CP/ABI squad have accomplished a great deal since their first 
competition in 2005 and the Association is extremely proud of being the main 
facilitator within these achievements. The Scottish FA believes the success of 
the international programme has been built on a solid partnership between 
SDS and themselves. 
 
We would like to ask the Petitioner to recognise that the Association has a 
responsibility for providing football opportunities to ALL those with disabilities 
in Scotland. Therefore, as previously mentioned, resourcing grassroots and 
developmental opportunities for players from this demographic group must 
remain our priority.  
 
The Scottish FA currently funds a National Development Manager, with a 
remit to cover all areas of disability football from grassroots to international 
level. Consequently the Scottish FA receives requests to form national squads 
from other disability groups for example Deaf, Learning Disability and 
Wheelchair users. The Scottish FA does not have adequate funding to 
provide the staff and financial resources required to fully support all these 
groups (six in total) at international level and also maintain its objective of 
providing opportunities to access the sport at a grassroots level. Upon 
receiving requests to create the aforementioned national teams we encourage 
the groups to first establish a relationship with SDS who in turn can approach 
the Association for resources and expertise. 
 
The Petitioner quotes Tom Langen from CPISRA:``7 a-side football is 
developing progressively all the time in Europe and worldwide as CP-ISRA is 
working constantly to encourage more countries to be involved. Although not 
in the foreseeable future, one of CP-ISRA´s long-term targets is for the 
football to be incorporated with the UEFA and subsequently FIFA``.  
 
Although Mr Langen sees incorporating CP football with FIFA and UEFA as 
long term targets, the Scottish FA is already seen by many as a leading nation 
in the area of disability football. 



 
During the 2009 UEFA Grassroots Conference the Scottish FA was cited as 
an example of best practice amongst the member federations. During the 
conference it was recommended that other national federations follow the 
“Scottish Example” and work in partnership with their national disability 
governing bodies.   
 
If comparisons are to be drawn on the level of support that the Scottish FA 
provides the CP programme it must first be acknowledged that many of the 
major football nations across Europe have not yet established a CP/ABI 
programme.  Those who have established such programmes, for example 
England (GB), Republic of Ireland and The Netherlands, also have resourced 
funding for participation in the Paralympics. 
 
The Scottish FA does not participate in the GB Paralympic programme and 
therefore is unable to access similar government grants. For this reason any 
comparisons drawn between other nations and ourselves must take into 
account the lack of accessible funding available to the Scottish FA. 
 
Finally from a player centred perspective, and taking into account Paralympic 
pathways, there are also advantages to the Scottish players being registered 
with SDS and not the Scottish FA.  The Petitioner will be aware the Scottish 
FA does not support players entering a GB Paralympic environment. 
Consequently a major advantage of the current relationship with SDS is that it 
allows players to access a level of opportunity and support that would 
otherwise be unavailable.  
 
It is for the above reasons that The Scottish FA has decided that it will not be 
taking the action called for by the Petitioner as the existing model provides a 
more appropriate form of support. 
 
Response to Question 2: Looking at the quick progress of this national 
team and bearing in mind the future development and plans of 7 a-side 
football within Europe, would this not be the right time to take on our 
team and look for e.g. an individual sponsor?  
The Scottish FA and SDS have been seeking an overall sponsor for the 
CP/ABI squad for 3 years without success.  In the past sponsorship has been 
secured for particular events and activities, however no support has been 
forthcoming for the squad with a view to the long term. The Association will 
continue to provide staff resources to support SDS to obtain a sponsor for the 
CP/ABI programme for the foreseeable future. 
 
Response to Question 3: Ask the Scottish FA what their overall annual 
Football Development budget is and how this is broken down. 
Therefore, a more explicit answer than was given previously. Also, what 
is the percentage of this budget as part of the overall Scottish FA annual 
budget.  
In the Scottish FA Annual Review, which includes the financial statements for 
the year to 31 December 2009, the Football Development Department 
expenditure, excluding payroll costs, is shown as 12% of total company 



turnover. When staff costs are included this increases to 15%.  Football 
development activity is also included in the support for member clubs, which 
was 27% of turnover, and the organizing of the international match 
programmes at 21%. 
 
Response to Question 4: Surely a means of supplying extra funding 
annually would be minute compared to the astronomical amount that 
was spent this year?  
The budgeted annual spending on disability for 2010, including the payroll 
costs of the National Development Manager (Disability), is £131,278 which 
represents an annual commitment by the Scottish FA to disability football. In 
addition to this, the Scottish FA was committed to £50,000 to the running of 
the CP-ISRA tournament which was a great success. 
 


