
PE1335/D: Response from petitioner 

PE 1335 response - Scottish Government response 

Q 1: Derek Grieve, Head of Sport Development, states they have written to 
sportscotland and asked them to raise the issue with the Scottish FA as part of their 
ongoing discussions around the investment agreement. See ``action to be taken`` 
 
No further comments.  
 
PE 1335 response to questions - SDS and the Scottish FA 
 
Q: What is your response to the petition and will you take the action called 
for?`` 
 
SDS 
It is encouraging to read that the ``SDS would fully support the incorporation of 
the Scottish CP/ABI football squad within the SFA`` I quote ``This incorporation 
is key to the future development of the sport in Scotland. Without this 
additional support, existing structures will not develop and will eventually 
stagnate`` We agree entirely with this statement. Scotland was fifth at the European 
Championships in August.  Beating England into sixth place after a 1 – 0 victory. 
Realistically speaking, looking at the countries above us and their financial means,  
this was probably the best we could expect to achieve.  
 
Quote from Tom Langen CPISRA ``7 a-side football is developing progressively 
all the time in Europe and worldwide as CP-ISRA is working constantly to 
encourage more countries to be involved. Although not in the foreseeable 
future, one of CP-ISRA´s long-term targets is for the football to be incorporated 
with the UEFA and subsequently FIFA``.  
 
Going on the above quotes it is obvious we need to move forward. It is not a case of 
if but a case of when and how so that our team is able to maintain their position in 
Europe and progress further, as other countries gradually become involved in 
 7- a side football.    
 
It is obvious the SDS and SFA have experienced an excellent partnership and 
achieved a lot together. It is essential that the existing relationship is maintained 
during potential changes moving forward. This foundation is the base for the future of 
7 a-side football in Scotland.  
 
Scottish FA 
Disappointing answer from the Scottish FA as they have evaded replying to the 
question in depth. This might be because there was no official Chief Executive. 
Stewart Regan has been appointed the new Chief Executive and he takes up his 
position in October.  See ``Action to be taken``  
 
Q: What is the present total annual funding amount to support the Scottish 
CP/ABI team and how is this funding made up? 
 



SDS 
The SDS have submitted an explicit breakdown of funding and expenditure which 
can be used for in depth analysis. For purposes of the meeting we have concised 
these figures. .  
 
In the last financial year up to the end of March 2010 a total of £55,461.00 was 
allocated to the CP/ABI programme. £52,181.00 from 3 sources, i.e. sportscotland 
restricted funding, SDS unrestricted funding and Capability Scotland restricted 
funding. A total of £3,280.00 was received from player contributions i.e. nominal 
payment.  
 
Going on these figures it would appear that the Scottish FA would have to supply at 
least £55,461.00 extra funding to adopt the team. These figures are based on the 
European Championships in Glasgow. Presumably in season 2007/2008 when the 
team travelled to Rio de Janeiro for the World Championships the funding from the 
SDS was higher.    
 
Scottish FA  
Like first question, a disappointing answer as the Scottish FA has given us nothing 
concrete to work on. Reading this it appears that the main source of funding comes 
from the SDS and not the Scottish FA. 
 
To move forward and maintain  our head start on other European countries taking 
part in the future, we need some guarantees on funding and resources. For example, 
the two week training camp £37,500 was subscribed via an application process. The 
World Championships take place in 2011 and Scotland have qualified. A training 
camp should be a necessity and not an uncertainty in the run up to this 
competition.  
 
 Q: is any additional funding being made available to support the team at the 
forthcoming European CP Football championships in Glasgow? 
 
SDS 
Quote ``The Association´s unrestricted fund are diminishing year on year and 
with recent loss of key partner funding means our ability to maintain funding 
the squad to existing levels going forward is in real doubt`` 
 
It is obvious that our action is timely and serious steps have to be taken to move 
forward into the future with our team.  
 
Scottish FA 
It is repetition but the Scottish FA did us proud up to and during the European 
Championships in Glasgow, August 2010. It was obvious that heart, soul and 
substantial funding had been used to deliver what turned out to be a great success.  
Surely, the SFA must be able to find a means of supplying extra funding annually to 
support our team. see ``action to be taken`` 
 
Questions posed to the Scottish FA regarding, squads, training etc: No 
comment at this stage.  
 



We request the Committee to continue forward with this petition. The reply from the 
Scottish FA was insufficient but presumably because there was no Chief Executive in 
office. Also, the FA and Irish FA have not yet supplied information. 
 
ACTION TO BE TAKEN 
 
Scottish Government: 
Write to Derek Grieve, Head of Sport Development to ask if they have had received a 
reply from sportscotland?, and in turn the Scottish FA? Assuming the letter was 
dated 18th of August, 2010 (same as this letter) one would expect some 
communication?  
 
Scottish FA: 
Write to the new Chief Executive, Stewart Regan and ask for a more in depth reply 
instead of the evasive answer we received : 
 

1. original question: ``What is the Scottish FA´s response to the petition and will 
you take the action called for?``  

2. We share the same fears and sentiments as the SDS. Quote, page 1``without 
additional support, existing structures will not develop and will 
eventually stagnate`` Looking at the quick progress of this national team and 
bearing in mind the future development and plans of 7 a-side football within 
Europe, would this not be the right time to take on our team and look for e.g. 
an individual sponsor?  

3. Ask the Scottish FA what their overall annual Football Development budget is 
and how this is broken down. Therefore, a more explicit answer than was 
given previously. Also, what is the percentage of this budget as part of the 
overall Scottish FA annual budget.  

4. Surely a means of supplying extra funding annually would be minute 
compared to the astronomical amount that was spent this year?  

 

 

 

 
 
 
  


