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18 August 2010 
 
 
Dear Fergus 
 
PETITION PE1335 
 
Thank you for your letter of 6 July in which you seek the Scottish Government’s response to 
a number of questions posed in relation to Petition PE1335 submitted by Maggie Tervit and 
other parents on behalf of football players with Cerebral Palsy or Acquired Brian Injury.  The 
Petition calls on the Scottish Government to take action, including making representations to 
the Scottish Football Association, to bring Scotland more into line with England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to adopt the Scottish national team for 
footballers with Cerebral Palsy/Acquired Brain Injury. 
 
We have considered the issues raised in the petition and our response is detailed in the 
attached Annex.   
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
 
Derek Grieve 
Head of Sport Development 
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ANNEX  

PE1335 – Scottish Government response 
The Petitioner calls on the Scottish Parliament to ask the Scottish Government three 
questions and I have responded to each in turn. 
1. Will the Scottish Government take the action requested by the petitioner and make 

representations to the Scottish Football Association, to bring Scotland more into 
line with England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to adopt the 
Scottish national team for footballers with Cerebral Palsy/Acquired Brain Injury? 

 
It would be more appropriate for sportscotland as the national agency for sport in 
Scotland to take this forward with the Scottish Football Association (SFA).  We have 
therefore written to sportscotland and asked them to raise this issue with the SFA as part 
of their ongoing discussions around the investment agreement. 
 
You may wish to note that sportscotland operate a successful partnership with Scottish 
Disability Sport (SDS), the governing and coordinating body of all sports for people of all 
ages and abilities with a physical, sensory or learning disability, they work together to 
support footballers with disabilities. 

 
2. Is it right that the players are having to self fund their participation in matches, 

training etc. particularly given the success the team has had and the positive 
reputation they create? 

 
It is a matter for the governing body to decide how they allocate their funding to individual 
athletes/teams and Scottish Government cannot intervene in these issues. 
 

3. Is any additional funding being made available to support the team at the 
forthcoming European CP Football Championships in Glasgow? 

 
Unfortunately the Scottish Government is not in a position to offer any direct funding 
support as it does not operate any funding streams which assists individual 
athletes/teams.  All government funding for sport is routed through sportscotland who 
can provide information and guidance about possible funding sources on their website 
which may be helpful. This can be accessed at 
www.sportscotland.org.uk/SiteNavigation/Funding
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