
SUBMISSION FROM INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS 
 

1. I would be obliged if you could bring to the attention of your Convenor and other 
committee members the strong objection of the Institute of Directors in Scotland 
to the proposed high level rates levy.  We would wish them to vote down such a 
proposal. 

 
2. Our opposition is not based on any political or dogmatic view but on the firm view 

that we need to strengthen Scotland’s economy especially in these very 
challenging times and we firmly believe that the proposed levy will do exactly the 
opposite. 

3. We have a significant number of reasons for objecting to this proposed levy but at 
this point would emphasise –  

 
4. The companies which will be affected by this levy are of huge benefit to the 

economy and the people of Scotland – particularly in terms of employment and 
development of local suppliers. 
 

5. The potentially damaging impact on city and town centres in the long term could 
be immense if landmark retailers were to leave (or not come in at all) and remove 
a crucial attraction from the area. This is coupled with a possible threat to present 
and future BID’s which are designed to improve the locality and depend for 
support on key partners and larger retailers. 
 

6. The clear need for further investment, from beyond our borders as well as within 
them, into all aspects of the Scottish economy rather than the negative signal as 
this appears to investors’  HQ’s across the world that we are a country where 
success can become a target for additional taxes. 
 

7. Contrary to some perceptions, we believe that these major companies provide 
many opportunities for Scottish suppliers which simply would not exist if landmark 
retailers were to evacuate their major stores. For example, many farmers across 
Scotland rely on the supermarket as an outlet for their produce – why on earth 
should we be frightening off these major purchasers – now or in the future. 
 

8. In short we consider that the long term impact of this “short term” levy as 
illustrated above will be enormously damaging for the image of Scotland as a 
place to do business and we are deeply disappointed that the Scottish 
Government – which has “Sustainable Economic Development” as their stated 
key objective, has proposed such a measure. 

 
9. We do hope it will be defeated at the earliest possible opportunity. 
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