
 
LETTER FROM SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT BILL TEAM TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
Dear Susan 
 
HOME OWNER AND DEBTOR PROTECTION (SCOTLAND) BILL  
 
As you know, on Wednesday 11 November the Minister for Housing and Communities and 
the Minister for Community Safety gave Stage 1 evidence to the Committee on the Home 
Owner and Debtor Protection (Scotland) Bill.  At the evidence session Ministers offered to 
provide the Committee with additional information on various matters arising in discussion.  I 
am writing to supply you with as much information as is currently available, and to advise on 
when the remaining material will be ready. 
 
Ministers offered to provide the Committee with an outline of the stakeholder engagement 
undertaken in connection with the Bill.  I enclose 2 documents (one in respect of Part 1 of the 
Bill, the other for Part 2) detailing relevant meetings and events. 
 
In response to questions from the Convener regarding section 11 statistics from local 
authorities, the Minister for Housing and Communities agreed to explore whether the 
publication of these could be fast-tracked so that they were available for the Committee’s 
consideration.  I understand the statistics are not yet available but should be published in 
late November.  I will keep you informed and will ensure the Committee receives a copy of 
the statistics immediately after publication. 
 
The Minister for Housing and Communities also committed to providing the Committee with 
responses to the consultation on the protection of unauthorised tenants.  I attach copies 
of all responses received, other than those where the respondent has requested that the 
response remains confidential. 
 
The Minister for Community Safety offered to provide the Committee with a report 
summarising the work of the Independent Expert Group in connection with the 
development of the provisions in Part 2 of the Bill and, subject to the availability of the 
experts, to provide the Committee with their views on the written evidence submitted to the 
Committee.  Mr Ewing is writing separately to the Convener on this. 
 
I hope that this information is helpful to the committee. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
DAVID FERGUSON 
Bill Manager  
 
17 November 2009 

 


