
mailto:scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk


ANNEX A

Local Government and Communities Committee

Wednesday, 2 February 2011

Child Poverty

1. Col 4060

The Convener: Were any of the lessons or ideas applied to the budget process?

Nicola SturQeon: Yes. Obviously, in the current budget round, equality impact work was done
and fairly extensive work was done on ensuring that we had equality and the need to tackle
poverty at the heart of the decisions. I can provide the committee with a full explanation of
exactly what that work entailed in producing the draft budget.

Response: The Equality Impact Assessment for the Budget will be made available shortly to
the Equal Opportunities Committee and I have requested that a copy of that assessment be
made available to the Local Government and Communities Committee for consideration.

2. Col 4065

Mary MulliQan: Can the Scottish Government take particular measures to enable young
carers to avoid poverty?

Nicola SturQeon: I am sure that the member will be familiar with the carers strategy that the
Scottish Government has published-I am happy to furnish the committee with it-which
narrates a range of things that we seek to do to help young carers.

Response: Caring Together: The Carers Strategy for Scotland 2010 - 2015 was published
by the Scottish Government July 2010. Enclosed for the Committee is a link to that
publication.
http://www.scotland.aov.uk/Publications/20 10/07/23153304/0

3. Col 4069

Bob Doris: The reduction in housing benefit for people who have received jobseekers
allowance for more than one year will mean that in Glasgow, which I represent, housing
benefit will be cut by up to £10 per week in about 2,500 households. If the 2,500 figure was
aggregated across Scotland, do you know how many such households would have children
in them?

Nicola SturQeon: I cannot answer that. As you will appreciate, we are working to assess the
impact of benefit changes that are in some respects not always final. Unless one of my
officials tells me otherwise, I do not think that we can answer the question now. However,
work is in progress to drill down as far as possible into the impact of the changes.

Response: The estimated figure for all of Scotland is 8720. The UK Government intend
introducing measures to reduce Housing Benefit expenditure as set out in their June 2010
Budget and the October 2010 Spending Review. In January 2011 the Scottish government
published a paper 'Housing Benefit changes: Scottish Impact Assessment' which considered
the impact of proposed changes on households in Scotland who currently rely on housing
benefit to meet their rent.
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Enclosed for the Committee is a link to that paper. http://www.scotland.qov.uk/Topics/Built-
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