


 
The consultation paper we issued in March 2008 stated that the local environmental 
impacts of the technologies can vary and may raise challenging issues.  It mentioned 
the potential for visual, noise, vibration, shadow throw and light flicker impacts from 
the range of technologies considered in the paper.     
 
 
 
The paper also stated that permitted development rights are very carefully specified 
to ensure that negative impacts are avoided or reduced as far as possible.  The 
responses to the consultation informed the thresholds and conditions within the 
Amendment Order which aim to strike the right balance between the wider 
environmental, social and economic benefits of microgeneration, and managing the 
potential adverse impacts on neighbours and amenity generally (e.g. visual and 
noise impact).  I expect the study referred to above will consider these issues for 
wind turbines and air source heat pumps. 
 
How the planning rules on microgeneration apply to dwellings in conservation 
areas. 
 
For solar panels on buildings, permitted development rights have not been granted in 
conservation areas where the equipment would be on the principal elevation of a 
building or be visible from a road.  For free-standing solar arrays, permitted 
development rights have not been granted in conservation areas where the 
equipment would be visible from a road.  In all cases any solar panel would be 
subject to general conditions that so far as reasonably practicable, it would have to 
be sited so as to minimise its effect on the amenity of the area and when no longer 
needed or capable of domestic microgeneration be removed as soon as reasonably 
practicable. 
 
For biomass & combined heat and power system flues, permitted development rights 
have not been granted in conservation areas where the flue would be installed on 
the principal elevation of the building. 
 
Ground-Source & Water Source Heat Pumps have been granted permitted 
development rights in conservation areas. 
 
I trust this information answers the queries of the committee. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 
STEWART STEVENSON 

 




