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During the briefing to the Justice Committee on section 18 of the Criminal 
Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill, it was agreed to provide further 
information in respect of the implementation costs of this provision in the Bill. 
 
As stated in the Financial Memorandum accompanying the Bill (paragraphs 
782-785), there are no direct cost implications of the amendments proposed 
to the Custodial Sentences and Weapons (Scotland) Act 2007.  Those 
provisions of the 2007 Act are not in force, so the most relevant comparisons 
are between the cost of implementing the 2007 Act as originally enacted, and 
the cost of implementing the 2007 Act as amended by the Bill. That is what 
the table below paragraph 785 of the Financial Memorandum seeks to do. 
 
The costs involved in implementing the Custodial Sentences and Weapons 
(Scotland) Act 2007 as originally enacted (column headed “full 
implementation”) and as amended (columns headed “combined sentence 
applied at 1 year” and “combined sentence applied at 2 years”) are based on 
current assumptions and prisoner projections and show the indicative impact 
on applying the modified measures. The figures are based on prison 
population projections for 2015-16.  As can be seen, the costs of 
implementing the 2007 Act with the amendments in the Bill would be lower 
than implementing it as originally enacted. 
 
The modifications to the 2007 Act are only one part of the Scottish 
Government’s offender management plan as recommended by the 
independent Scottish Prisons Commission.  However, the Commission said 
that while these provisions will vastly improve the way that offenders are both 
assessed and managed in prison and in the community, they cannot be 
activated until we have tackled the current high numbers of those in custody.   
 
The costs of implementing the Custodial Sentences and Weapons (Scotland) 
Act 2007 (as amended by section 18 of the Bill) will, however, require financial 
commitment at a future stage.  As the costs will fall into the period of a future 
spending review, it would be premature to pre-empt that outcome.  The costs 
of implementing the custodial sentence arrangements will be subject to 
discussion by the Scottish Government in the context of that spending review. 
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