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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill - Stage 2 
 

Written submission from the LGBT Domestic Abuse Project 
 

In support of amendment 8 to the Criminal Justice and Licensing 
(Scotland) Bill 
 
About LGBT Youth Scotland 
 
LGBT Youth Scotland is a charity working towards a Scotland in which every 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) young person is included in 
society, can grow up happy and healthy, enjoys a safe and supportive 
upbringing, and is able to reach their full potential. 
 
LGBT Youth Scotland provides a range of services and opportunities for 
young people, families and professionals, which aim to increase awareness 
and confidence, and reduce isolation and discrimination.  
 
LGBT Youth Scotland works towards this vision by mainstreaming LGBT 
equality into generic services, and through the provision of specialist services 
directly to young people. Direct youth work including youth groups, 
volunteering and outreach are key aspects of the organisation’s activity as are 
policy, research and training work. 
 
About the LGBT Domestic Abuse Project 
 
LGBT Youth Scotland also house Scotland’s innovative LGBT Domestic 
Abuse Project which is working to increase the visibility and awareness of 
LGBT people’s experience of domestic abuse.  We are working with 
mainstream service providers to enable them to support LGBT people 
experiencing domestic abuse to ensure that no matter what service they 
access they will receive a good response – in line with the Scottish 
Government’s national training strategy on domestic abuse. 
 
Our organisational position 
We are strongly supportive of amendment 8 lodged by Trish Godman and 
urge the Justice Committee to support it. 
 
We recognise that prostitution is a form of gender based violence which 
impacts on women and this must be addressed.  Gender based violence is 
also experienced by Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people and our 
response is going to focus on that.  
 
There is little information about the impacts of prostitution on lesbian, bisexual 
women and transgender men as there is little written evidence in terms of 
research, however we are aware that prostitution is a particular issue for gay 
men, bisexual men and transgender women. 
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The sexual orientation of lesbian and bisexual women will likely become 
invisible in any research around women involved in prostitution as their 
experiences of prostitution will be captured more broadly under the 
experience of women involved in prostitution. We are therefore unable to 
comment on whether this is an issue or not.  
 
Studies carried out in Glasgow including An Overview of Male Sex Workers 
in Glasgow and Edinburgh J Connell and G Hart 2003 highlight prostitution 
for gay and bisexual men and young people. 
 
Some of the particular issues were related to their previous experience of 
abuse in the form of domestic abuse or childhood sexual abuse. Some young 
people were groomed into prostitution from an early age. 
 
Young gay and bisexual men are particularly vulnerable to becoming involved 
in prostitution particularly when there is a lack of family and peer support, 
positive role models and not knowing what to expect of a same sex 
relationship. Some felt that they could affirm their sexual orientation through 
prostitution: 
 

I wasn’t listening to anybody, it’s, like, ‘no, this is my life!, I’m going to 
go out and do it (rent)’… it (renting) can be soul destroying, but it’s also 
maybe the first adult choice you make and it can be a way of 
reaffirming yourself (your sexuality), if you are having to lie to your 
parents, lie to your friends ‘yes, I’m straight, yes I’m straight’….1

 
On the issue of choice, we believe that individuals who claim that this is 
activity freely chosen constitute a minority of individuals participating in this 
industry, and further note that women and men involved in prostitution often 
describe the activity as freely chosen as a coping mechanism: 
 

As the majority of men saw no real viable alternative, or simply felt they 
had no choice, in selling sex, it was not surprising that their initial 
feelings surrounding sex work were ones of fear, apprehension and 
repulsion. Words frequently used to describe their initial experience of 
sex work included: disgust; scared; threatened; nerve racking; 
worried.2

 
There is little written evidence about transgender people involved in 
prostitution however anecdotal evidence would suggest that it is an issue for 
some trans women. Anecdotal evidence suggests that transphobia is a major 
factor which contributes to trans people getting involved in prostitution.  For 
example, experiencing transphobia from neighbours and feeling that 
prostitution is the only route out to safer accommodation. Another factor is 

                                                            

1 Pg 38 An Overview of Male Sex Workers in Glasgow and Edinburgh J Connell and G Hart 
2003 
2 Pg  42 An Overview of Male Sex Workers in Glasgow and Edinburgh J Connell and G Hart 
2003 
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maintaining employment while experiencing transphobia from colleagues, this 
can therefore result in poverty which we know is a factor which can lead 
people into prostitution. 
 
It has to recognised that prostitution is an issue which affect LGBT people 
however there must be more research carried out to discover the full impact 
that prostitution has on the LGBT community. 
 
 
LGBT Domestic Abuse Project 
17 March 2010 
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