
CJL/S2/69 

Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Tamsin Groom, Sandyford, Glasgow 
 
Comments on proposed amendments to sexual offences act regarding 
prostitution 
 
Sandyford is a community sexual health service providing a holistic sexual 
health service to men, women and young people across Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde. 
 
Part of our service includes providing support and sexual health care to 
women involved in prostitution at Base 75. 
 
For many years we have provided a service to women engaging in prostitution 
both on and in off street locations. 
 
We would agree with our partners and colleagues including Glasgow City 
Council, Glasgow Community Safety Services, TARA and Women’s Support 
Project that prostitution is inherently harmful to the women (and men) involved 
in selling sex but I would like to make a few additional comments regarding 
the proposed amendments: 
 
1. Engaging in paid for sexual activity 
I would have concerns that this will also mean women and men that are 
involved in prostitution, once again making it easier to punish those involved 
rather than those who use and abuse. 
 
This change would have the effect of making prostitution illegal and although 
perhaps seen as the ideal position by a number of agencies within Scotland it 
should be made clear that this is the case./aim of the Scottish Government. 
 
2. Advertising paid-for sexual activities 
Again although perhaps laudable this will punish those involved in prostitution 
and not those paying for it. 
 
Given that much of Advertising is via the internet this will be extremely difficult 
to police/implement how can it be Scotland only? and it also means that those 
involved in prostitution are further hidden and open to abuse. 
 
Why not fine those magazines and papers that advertise, and look at banning 
pornography. 
 
3. Facilitating engagement in a paid-for sexual activity 
Surely should be subject to more than a fine, coercing vulnerable young 
people and adults into prostitution should be a custodial sentence in my 
opinion. 
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4.Causing alarm etc. by engaging in a paid-for sexual activity 
Uncertain what this would relate to? 
 
Prostitution undertaken off street is unlikely to cause alarm so unsure who you 
are aiming to protect here. 
 
Certainly those who find out their partners/relatives have been engaging in 
paid for sexual activity would experience alarm amongst a number of other 
emotions that would be difficult to legislate against. 
 
I don’t think you can legislate against concerns from neighbours but significant 
disturbances could be addressed via Antisocial behaviour/breeches of the 
peace as is the current position. 
 
5. Profiting from coerced paid-for sexual activities 
Anyone coerced into prostitution should be supported to exit and the 
perpetrators should have custodial sentences. 
 
This could include traffickers… they should be subject to more that a £1000 
fine. 
 
Those running establishments where paid for sex takes place and allowing 
coerced sexual exploitation should also be subject to more that a fine. 
 
I would support an amendment that looked at penalising anyone who is 
responsible for arranging or facilitating the prostitution or involvement in 
Pornography of anyone…not just those who are under 18.  
 
These are my own comments and may not reflect the opinion of everyone 
within our organisation. 
 
 
Tamsin Groom  
Lead for vulnerable adults and consultant in sexual and reproductive health 
Sandyford, Glasgow 
17 March 2010 
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