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Glasgow has provided services to support women involved in prostitution for 
many years. Base 75 was established 20 years ago in response to concerns 
about the spread of blood borne viruses and increasing levels of violence 
against women involved in prostitution. The six murders and one suspicious 
death in the years between 1991-98 generated widespread media concern 
and brought the issue of street prostitution in the city to public and political 
attention with the Routes Out Of Prostitution Intervention Team being 
established in 2000.  
 
Over this period Glasgow City Council’s policy has evolved into one that 
rejects the notion of prostitution as a choice, work or sexual behaviour. 
Rather, the policy considers prostitution to be a form of violence against 
women which is harmful to them, their families, communities and society 
generally.  Reflecting this, services have evolved from a focus on harm 
reduction characteristic of the Base 75 service response to one supporting 
women exit prostitution implemented by the Routes out of Prostitution 
Intervention Team.  Since 1995, over 2000 women have registered at Base 
75 with the Intervention Team supporting over 500 women since 2001. More 
recently we have been able to evidence the usage of Base 75 drop in by 
women from outwith Glasgow and estimate this to account for 20 – 25% of 
service usage.   
 
We have just completed a major review of Base 75 and the Routes Out Of 
Prostitution Intervention Team underpinned by extensive service usage 
analysis and service user consultation.  The service user profile is one 
characterised by childhood abuse, domestic abuse and abusive relationships, 
mental health issues and substance / alcohol abuse issues. Women report a 
range of complex and multi faceted reasons for their involvement in 
prostitution: fund substance misuse, coerced, groomed, to support children. 
Women also report horrendous stories of the violence and abuse they have 
been subjected to and a third party reporting system is in operation with the 
Police Street Liaison Team. There is a huge crossover between involvement 
in prostitution and drug use and irrespective of women’s reason for first 
becoming involved in prostitution drug use escalates once they are involved.  
 
A specific consultation exercise was undertaken with a group of very 
vulnerable frequent Base 75 service users. It is particularly striking that 98% 
of them had ceased involvement in prostitution but had become involved 
again due to relapse coming out of prison / leaving rehab, debt, 
homelessness, funding other’s habits, need for money and the negative 
influence of peer groups.  By their own account women feel trapped in a 
situation they need support to escape from and whilst they value the non 
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judgmental approach characteristic of Base 75 they are clear about the nature 
of support they need. When asked about any other help they would like to 
receive they identified addiction; alcohol counselling; benefits advice; debt 
advice; safe accommodation; mental health support; support to access 
college; education support; employment; support re children; opportunities for 
genuine friendships.  It is the ambition of the redesigned service operating in 
the city centre and in Community Addiction Teams in CHCPs to enable 
women to access this help and support.   
 
In Glasgow we have had a strong focus on supporting women involved in 
prostitution for over twenty years and we have seen how the reality of that 
involvement explodes the myths and stereotypes about prostitution. 
Prostitution is a form of commercial sexual exploitation privileging powerful 
interests and endangering women. We have seen the harm and damage it 
causes to the women whose bodies are bought, to their families, to 
communities and to our society.  
 
We therefore very much welcome the developing focus on the purchase of 
sex. A senior Police Officer has warned about Scotland becoming the 
Bangkok of Europe and we believe that the amendment lodged by Trish 
Godman will enable the authorities to effectively challenge those who profit 
from prostitution. If supported it will send out a strong message that 
exploitation will not be tolerated in Scotland. Consequently, we strongly 
support the amendment lodged by Trish Godman.  
 
 
Bridget Curran 
Principal Officer Development, Children & Families 
Social Work Services, Glasgow City Council 
17 March 2010 
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