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Amendment 10 (lodged by Richard Baker) and, as an amendment to that 
amendment, 10A (lodged by Bill Aitken): 
 
When responding to the call for written evidence on the Criminal Justice and 
Licensing (Scotland) Bill the Church and Society of the Church of Scotland 
supported the Joint Faiths Advisory Board on Criminal Justice evidence to 
support the introducing of a presumption against short periods of detention and in 
favour of Community Payback Orders. This response covers the same issue, 
namely the value of custodial sentences.  
 
Those that call for stronger and mandatory sentences for knife crime and even 
carrying a knife might sound popular but they miss the deeper issue.  Knives only 
become weapons when they are in some-one’s hands.  The target of our efforts 
needs to be the choice to lift the knife, not wait until the knife has been lifted. We 
need to ask what kind of fear of others or lack of sense of self worth means 
carrying a knife seems like a good choice. There is little evidence that tougher 
sentences and greater powers for stop and search change behaviour positively. 
Instead they usually mean the talents and ingenuity of these young people are 
put to finding new ways of avoiding being caught because the source of the 
problem, fear and identity, has not been dealt with.  We need to see past the 
knife and look into the eyes of the young person holding it and say “no, there is 
another way, let me walk with you to find it.”   
 
This approach takes much more effort, demands that we search for the humanity 
in folk who might otherwise instill fear in those around them and be willing to walk 
with them even as they stumble. It takes longer but will bring about real change 
in real people and in the end, cost society a lot less in both cash and the human 
cost of damaged lives and grieving families. 
 
On this basis the Church and Society Council is opposed to the introduction of a 
harsh mandatory custodial sentence in relation to carrying an article with a blade 
or point. Such a rigid response is at odds with the real need of society which is to 
address the underlying reasons for people choosing to carry knives.  
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