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Aware that the proposals of the Scottish Prisons Commission to establish 
Community Payback Sentences and a presumption against custodial 
sentences of six months and less are contained within the Criminal Justice 
and Licensing (Scotland) Bill presently before the Scottish Parliament, I write 
on behalf of the Church of Scotland’s Presbytery of Edinburgh to express 
support for these proposals. 
 
These developments will make a positive difference for many: victims of crime 
will be given the assurance that with prison reserved for fewer people in 
custody for longer periods, there is a greater chance of significant work being 
done to help address offending behaviour, reducing the likelihood of more 
people becoming victims of crime in the future. Offenders will be able to keep 
intact their family relationships, their accommodation and, for some, their 
employment and so stand a better chance of desisting from future crime. 
Communities will not only benefit from action to right the damage caused by 
crime but from the sense of communities being valued and relationships being 
restored. 
 
The report “Scotland’s Choice” invites communities to support people who 
have served their time by giving people “a fair chance for a fresh start” 
(Section 3.51). We welcome this opportunity and believe that Churches 
already participate in such and will continue to want to do so through the 
pastoral care of the victims of crime, of prisoners and ex-offenders, and of the 
families of those affected by crime, through initiatives such as Fresh Start, 
GROW (Greyfriars Recycles Old Wood), through prisoner and community 
service placements, and the counselling offered by Simpson House and 
others. 
 
We think that these proposals will go some way to making Scotland a more 
forgiving society. The Presbytery of Edinburgh therefore offers its support for 
the presumption against custodial sentences for six months or less and the 
introduction of Community Payback Orders contained in the proposed 
Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill. 
 
 
Rev Dr George J Whyte 
Presbytery Clerk 
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