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Justice Committee 
 

Long Leases (Scotland) Bill 
 

Written submission from Kelvinside Community Council, Glasgow 
 
Our two proposals 
 
1. Common Good Land should be exempted from the provisions of the Long 
Leases (Scotland) Bill. 
 
2. If Common Good Land IS exempted, then, in any case where the common 
good status is unclear, councils should be required to seek court approval that 
such a property IS NOT common good before any lease is converted. 
 
Rationale 
 
 As a Community Council we are concerned to safeguard the future of Common 

Good assets in general, and Common Good Land in particular, within their 
current status as “public property”.  

 
 Safeguarding the future of Common Good assets is an issue across Scotland, 

but we are especially concerned here in Glasgow, because the full range of the 
city’s Common Good assets is particularly poorly recorded in the Glasgow 
Common Good Register. 

 
 A clear measure of the incidence of Common Good Land held on leases 

(including long leases) is unknowable, because the precise extent of Common 
Good Land itself, across Scotland, remains unclear. 

 
 It is inappropriate that this special class of historic property (which has only found 

itself subject to long leases through the particular legal safeguards surrounding 
disposal) should be subject to the conversion to ownership which the Long 
Leases Bill provides for.  

 
 Common Good Land is part of the historic fabric of burghs dating back several 

centuries in many cases. It is not in the same class as private property. 
 
 If the Committee accepts that common good property should be exempted, then 

some way needs to be found of ensuring that no property can be converted 
where the status is unclear e.g. Proposal 2 above. Given the relative rarity of 
leases in excess of 175 years, this would not be an unreasonable condition. 

 
Support for submission of Andy Wightman 
 
Kelvinside Community Council supports Andy Wightman’s submission of 7 January 
2011 to this Committee. 
 
Ann Laird  
Chairman 
12 January 2011  


