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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from [name withheld] 
 
Note: Certain details have been redacted to protect the identities of individuals 
referred to. 
 
My name is [name withheld] and my brother [name withheld] was brutally 
murdered on the [date withheld] 2009.  He was stabbed outside our family home.   
 
Knife crime has completely destroyed my family.  Our lives will never be the 
same again. I write this letter as a voice for my mother, family, friends AND most 
importantly my brother. His life was cruelly taken away as a result of knife crime; 
he has no voice to speak of the injustice which he suffered.  As a result of [name 
withheld]’s murder my family and I are calling on the Scottish Government to 
introduce mandatory minimum custodial sentencing for those caught carrying 
knives or other dangerous weapons in public.  This is a personal statement which 
shows how knives destroy lives. I therefore hope this statement will be 
considered as written evidence for the amendments lodged for the sentencing of 
knife criminals. 
 
Myself, my mother, our family and friends lives have been shattered as a result of 
knife crime.  We are living a life sentence since [name withheld]’s senseless 
murder.  No-one should have to suffer the misery and trauma that we are going 
through. 
 
You may have heard about my brother and possibly some of the circumstances 
surrounding his death.  We think it is important that people know a little about 
[name withheld] and have a brief insight into his senseless death.  It not only 
highlights the total tragedy of his death, but also the complete waste of a truly 
remarkable human being.  He was a young man, who had so much of his life 
ahead of him.  However, this was taken away from him in a totally shocking and 
barbaric manner.  
 
[Details withheld] 
 
All I can say about the night [name withheld] died was that he was a hero for the 
second time in his short life.  My brother was stabbed for standing up for right. 
This was a completely random attack.  [Details withheld]. It disgusts me to know 
that [name withheld]’s death is not an isolated case. 
 
What happened that night still haunts my family [details withheld].  We are in 
complete turmoil having lost our beloved [name withheld].  The pain and misery 
we are suffering is unimaginable.  When [name withheld] was [details withheld], 
my mother and I prepared ourselves, to some extent, of the possibility that he 
may not come home. He was [details withheld], doing a job that he loved, we 
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were aware of the dangers that he faced.  When he was home, we could all 
relax.  He was no longer in a danger zone, he was safe … or so we thought!  We 
now know it is wrong to have been so presumptuous.  Even yards away from his 
own front door, [name withheld] was not safe.  I will not ask you to imagine how 
my family and I feel.  Unless you have experienced what we have, no-one could 
possibly understand the absolute devastation and aching we have in our hearts 
for the loss of our hero [name withheld].  Because of the type of society we live in 
it is likely that another family will be going through what we are this very 
weekend. 
 
Official Government figures stated that there were fifty-seven homicide victims 
killed by the use of a sharp instrument in 2008-09. Thus on average, someone is 
dying EVERY WEEK as a result of knife crime. Of the 99 homicide victims, over 
a half (58 per cent) were killed by the use of a sharp instrument.  Every year the 
number of deaths from knife crime has increased.  With data like this it is clear 
that Scotland’s deplorable knife culture is not being dealt with adequately. 
 
It distresses my mother and I to think that [name withheld] will be classed as 
another knife crime statistic.  He was my mothers first born child, my only brother 
and a dear friend to so many people.  He was a decent law abiding citizen, a 
kind, compassionate and generous man who lived life to the full.  He, along with 
the many other innocent knife crime victims, was a human being, a real person, 
whose life was cut short at the hands of a knife criminal. 
 
Of the 132 persons accused in homicide cases last year, 41% were reported to 
have been drunk and/or on drugs at the time (30% were drunk, 5% were on 
drugs and 6% were both drunk and on drugs).  I agree wholeheartedly with 
Justice Secretary Mr MacAskill when he stated, “urgent action is required to deal 
with Scotland's drinking culture”.  However, what is to happen in the meantime? 
Are we meant to just accept such deaths until Scotland's drinking culture is dealt 
with?! We are all responsible for our actions, we should all know right from wrong 
at a young age. There are no excuses for someone’s life being taken at the 
hands of another.   
 
There is no doubt in my mind that a person who carries a knife has the intent to 
use it.  Currently there is no adequate deterrent in place for people carrying a 
blade.  I believe that mandatory minimum custodial sentences for knife carriers 
will make people think twice about carrying a blade in public. 
 
According to official government figures 3,529 people were convicted of handling 
an offensive weapon in 2008-09, an increase of 3% from the previous year.  Of 
those convicted only 30% were given a custodial sentence as their main penalty. 
Thus 70% avoided jail all together. Of this 70%, 16% were given community 
service and 24% were given a fine. The Justice Secretary has stated on 
numerous occasions that “those who use a knife should expect to go to jail."  
This is quite clearly a very misguided statement.  What kind of message are we 
sending out to people who think it is acceptable to carry knives? Clearly not a 
very strong and concise one!  At the end of the day, people who carry a blade in 
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a public place are committing an offence, they are carrying a dangerous and 
lethal weapon and they have the potential to ruin numerous lives.  Why therefore 
are they not being adequately punished if they are caught?  We must also 
remember that just because a person has been unlucky enough to have been 
caught carrying a knife, it is very unlikely it was their first time actually carrying a 
weapon.   
 
I welcome the 21% increase of the average custodial sentence for handling an 
offensive weapon.  However, the percentage of persons receiving custodial 
sentences has never increased beyond 30% in the last ten years.  We know that 
currently knife carriers can receive a MAXIMUM of 4 years behind bars, but such 
a sentence is rarely given.   Of the 1054 persons in 2008-09 who were given a 
custodial sentence for the handling of an offence weapon, only 39 were given 
more than 2 years.  This equates to only 4%.   
 
Education is a key part to tackling Scotland’s blade culture, but the “here and 
now” must be dealt with also.  Do we need to wait 10 or 20 years down the line to 
see a reduction in knife crime?  What about those in their 20s and 30s?  Last 
year, 2,358 people over the age of 21 were convicted of carrying an offensive 
weapon, double the number who were under 21 years of age (1171).  I would like 
to know how the Scottish government plans to educate the older generation to 
not carry a knife.  A clear message of “zero tolerance” needs to be sent out to all 
those people who think it is acceptable to carry knives.  Currently the government 
is not doing this adequately enough. 
 
It is often stated by the SNP Government that a number of people carry knives 
for “protection”.  I do not accept this feeble statement.  My brother never carried a 
knife to protect himself; he never felt the need to.  Where was his protection? I 
acknowledge gang culture exists in Scotland, but the fact of the matter is, knife 
crime is spilling onto the streets of innocent people. I am led to believe that for 
every 100 knife incidents that occur, whether it is murder, assault, slashing; 89 of 
the victims are not carrying a weapon.  Knife crime is not just happening in the 
inner cities, it is also occurring in rural areas such as [details withheld]! 
Disturbingly the true extent of knife crime is not fully known as it is estimated only 
around half of all knife attacks are actually reported to the Police. 
 
It is not acceptable for the government to make claims that prisons are too full 
and that introducing minimum sentences for knife carriers is “completely 
unaffordable”.  I would like to ask what they think the cost is to the victims of knife 
crime. It is immeasurable. We are the ones who are living with the aftermath of 
knife crime everyday.  It is not good enough to accept excuses from the 
government. The current punishment for committing crimes is prison.  I do not 
accept that jail is not the answer. If the government thinks that prisons do not 
work, then they should be doing something to ensure that they do.  Prison is 
supposed to be a place of punishment and rehabilitation! Law abiding citizens all 
have a right to be safe within their own communities.  They have a right to be 
safe from those who carry knives.  It is the job of the government to ensure this 
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happens. Politicians need to take action to protect and consider the victims, and 
potential victims, of knife crime. 
 
My mother and I started a petition calling for mandatory minimum custodial 
sentences for knife carriers.  So far, we have had overwhelming support.  We 
started the campaign on 3 January 2010 and to date we have collected around 
10,000 signatures.  Such a figure shows quite clearly that people want knives 
and knife carriers off their streets.  Politicians should be acknowledging that the 
people of Scotland want change; they want to feel safe when walking out of their 
own front door.  Politicians are elected to represent their constituents’, therefore if 
they ignore their requests they are effectively ignoring those who have given 
them their jobs 
 
I accept that there are sometimes genuine circumstances where people need to 
carry a knife e.g. joiner carrying a Stanley knife. I do not think these people 
should be jailed.  However, I do not accept that 70% of those caught carrying 
knives were such exceptional cases.  If there is a legitimate reason to carry a 
blade in public, then that person should surely be able to prove this and they 
would have no problem in doing so. 
 
When more people are killed by the use of a sharp instrument in comparison to 
being shot, why is there is a minimum sentence in place for gun carriers and not 
knife carriers?  I cannot understand the logic behind this. 
 
[Name withheld] was [details withheld] who contributed more to this country than 
the average citizen.  For him to come home for weekend leave and to be stabbed 
outside his own front door is a DISGRACE.  It shames Scotland.  We ALL need 
to stand up and make people aware that we are not going to tolerate this any 
longer and stop pandering to knife criminals.  
 
I want to feel safe when I go out of my own front door; I want my family to be 
safe.  My brother never had this opportunity or right.  We want to help ensure that 
other families do not suffer the way we have. 
 
Thank you for reading my letter and I hope you will take great consideration over 
it being used as written evidence.   
 
 
16 March 2010 
 


