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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Challenging Demand Women’s Support Project 
 
The Women’s Support Project (WSP) is a feminist charity working to raise 
awareness about and improve services, to tackle violence against women and 
children which includes women exploited through commercial sexual 
exploitation (CSE).  There are clear links between child abuse, childhood 
neglect and domestic violence to women’s involvement in CSE.  These 
factors, along with poverty, addictions homelessness, trauma and mental 
health issues create vulnerability and inequality, which is exploited through 
men’s payment for sexual activity.  
 
The WSP manages the Challenging Demand project (CD), which receives 
monies from the Scottish Government Violence against women funding.  CD 
has 3 broad aims: 
 

1. To increase understanding of the myths and realities surrounding 
commercial sexual exploitation. 

2. To increase awareness of commercial sexual exploitation as a form of 
violence against women 

3. To lobby for approaches which focus on and target the men who make 
up the demand for CSE. 
 

CD believes that focus must be on the demand - the men who assume the 
right to purchase others for sexual activity, commodifying and marketing their 
bodies. No one has the right to exploit, nor profit from the exploitation of, 
another person regardless of any form of exchange of money, goods or 
services.  
 
We therefore support Amendment 516 (lodged by Sandra White), which 
seeks to allow local authorities to apply a specific licensing regime to adult 
entertainment venues, including limiting the number of premises in the local 
authority area that are permitted to provide adult entertainment. 
 
In our view activities such as stripping, lap dancing, pole dancing, and table 
dancing are forms of commercial sexual exploitation. We are supporting this 
extremely important amendment, which would, amongst other things, 
empower Local Authorities to decide on a local level of provision for lap 
dancing clubs. 
 
Current licensing regulations do not provide sufficient controls for lap dancing 
and related activities. For example regulations limit both who is eligible to 
object to licensing applications, and the grounds on which objections can be 
made. This effectively means that it is not possible to object to the nature of 
the activity itself. Since we view such activities as exploitative we are opposed 
to any regulation that condones or manages these activities. Local authorities 
should have the option of refusing to license these activities because they are 
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exploitative. 
 
We believe this amendment goes some way in giving power back to local 
authorities and communities to oppose applications for commercial sexual 
exploitation venues in their areas and to highlight the fundamental problem in 
our culture where men’s sense of entitlement and privilege for paid for sexual 
activity remains unchallenged. 
 
In the longer term it also offers an opportunity to change conflicting attitudes 
in Scotland about “commericalised sex” and violence against women (VAW). 
The Scottish Government hope to change these attitudes as outlined in their 
publication “Safer Lives: Changed Lives”. Lap dancing / “adult entertainment” 
is clearly included as part of a wide spectrum of behaviours that constitute 
male violence against women.  

“Activities such as pornography, prostitution, stripping, lap dancing, 
pole dancing and table dancing are forms of commercial sexual 
exploitation. These activities have been shown to be harmful for the 
individual women involved and have a negative impact on the position 
of all women through the objectification of women's bodies.”  

These activities are incompatible with work on gender equality and on 
violence against women. It makes no sense to sign up to prevention and 
awareness work on male violence against women, or to fight for improved 
protection for women from sexual assault and harassment, and then condone 
such behaviour under the guise of ‘entertainment’. We cannot have an equal 
Scotland while women are abused and exploited in this way. 
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