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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from [name withheld] 
 
I am writing to you in support of the campaign to fight for a stalking law in 
Scotland. 
 
Due to the unacceptable behaviour of my ex partner I have had to move home to 
a new town with my daughter (not his). This has caused major stress for us both. 
In particular, my daughter has had to move school and make new friends at a 
difficult age. She went through hell for about 10 months before she accepted the 
situation. In total I have spent around 30k in legal fees. I now owe money to my 
parents, my lawyer, and the bank.  
  
He would constantly call at my house, watch my house. Park and sit in his car 
round the corner, sit at my door all of the night. He even had a tracking device 
fitted to my car. He knew my every move. 
  
The police were not interested. I would be told "ignore him and get on with your 
life", "no crime has been committed", "a crime has been committed but too 
difficult to prove". Each time I called the police a statement was taken and 
nothing done about it. I tried to get them to deal with the cases collectively but 
no, each case was listed on its own and not related to any of the other calls I 
made. So each time I called them it was treated as a "new complaint" and did not 
take into account that I had previously called many times before. I remember 
telling them that nothing would be done until they found a dead body behind the 
door. 
 
He was ignoring an interdict that I was eventually given (but no power of arrest 
was attached therefore it meant nothing...money wasted!) 
  
After getting nowhere with the police I eventually contacted my local MP. She 
had a meeting with them and at that point they started to look back at all the 
complaints I had made. 
  
He was eventually charged (there were numerous charges, mainly under breach 
of the peace). Several years have gone by and he still leaves flowers, valentine 
cards, concert tickets etc at my door, even though his bail conditions are 
supposed to prevent him from such acts. The trial date has been put back 
several times. Why? Who knows? At least he is being looked after whilst no one 
seems to care what life is like for me and my daughter. 
  
We need the police to understand that this is a serious issue. All interdicts should 
have a power of arrest attached. The whole thing has made me very ill and 
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unable to function properly. I can't see him ever leaving me alone. He thinks he is 
above the police. I think he is right. 
  
Please help us. 
 
 
29 March 2010 
 


