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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from [name withheld] 
 

Note: Certain details have been redacted to protect the identities of individuals 
referred to. 
 
I would like this letter to be considered in the decision making of your current 
justice bill regarding the introduction of mandatory sentencing for those 
caught carrying knives. 
 
In October of 2009 my close friend [name withheld] was stabbed to death 
outside his family home in a brutal, senseless and cowardly attack. On the 
evening of the attack I had been with [name withheld], his mother, sister, 
girlfriend and other family members and friends at a charity event. At the end 
of this event we all entered taxis to take us safely home, this was the last time 
I would see [name withheld] alive.  The senselessness of [name withheld]’s 
attack has been documented and during the trial into his murder I am sure 
that the public will agree that his death could have been prevented. 
 
[Name withheld] was a kind, compassionate and generous man. He always 
looked out for those around him and his job as [details withheld] was an 
extension of his personality, adventurous, intelligent and determined to live his 
life to the full. Having been tragically taken from those who loved him has 
made us all question not only details of the law, but question why people are 
able to commit cruel acts of violence. The unparalleled grief that has struck all 
of [name withheld]’s family and friends cannot be expressed as it is more than 
clear that this should not have happened. Currently there is no mandatory 
sentencing for those caught carrying knives and it is our will and 
determination to fight to change this. Adequate deterrents must be in place to 
try to combat the knife culture we currently live in. Having listened to many 
politicians defend the argument against the introduction of mandatory 
sentencing we remain entirely unconvinced. There should be no 
circumstances or reasoning that allow people to carry knives – protection is 
certainly the most flawed of them all as no-one was protected by the knife 
used to murder [name withheld]. 
 
It is my understanding that we live in one of the wealthiest and most 
democratic countries in the world, I therefore question why anyone would 
need knives for protection. We are not at war or fear the threat of invasion; we 
do not live in a dictatorship whereby people are isolated or under threat of 
government persecution. It is not good enough to accept excuses; it is also 
not acceptable for the government to make claims that prisons are too full to 
pass a law which could reduce the number of knives on our streets. While the 
current punishment for committing crimes, especially of violence, is prison, we 
do not accept that prison is therefore not the answer. The government has a 
responsibility to ensure that all of its citizens are safe. We elect our politicians 
on the basis that they will act on the behalf of law abiding members of 
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communities. We do not expect politicians to make excuses for or consider 
the criminal who has committed these horrendous acts. We do expect 
politicians to take action to protect and consider the victims of these 
horrendous acts. 
 
Alongside [name withheld]’s family I have helped gather signatures for the 
petition that requests minimum sentencing. In doing so we have met hundreds 
of people who agree with the petition and are surprised that such a law is not 
presently in place. If politicians are elected to represent their constituents by 
ignoring thousands of signatures, they are concretely ignoring those who have 
given them their jobs. 
 
I currently work in a secondary school in [details withheld] and it is my 
experience and that of the more experienced staff I work with, that in school 
(as it appears in the rest of society) we currently make too many excuses for 
the actions of the minority of people who act aggressively and violently and 
break the law. The new Curriculum for Excellence initiative clearly states that 
we must try to ensure pupils leave school as ‘responsible citizens’. This is 
impossible if we do not continue this in wider society. If we continue to look 
only to the reasons why people commit crimes then we do not encourage 
people to take responsibility for their actions or actually deter them from 
committing such crimes again.  
 
To us the facts are clear, [name withheld] died as a result of knife crime. It 
appears that people do not fear the repercussions of their actions and due to 
this we have lost a truly wonderful person in our lives. [name withheld]’s 
mother [name withheld] has been left devastated at the loss of her child; she 
was present at the time and has to cope each day with the memory of holding 
her dying child in her arms. [Name withheld], [name withheld]’s sister is 
heartbroken at knowing her brother’s life was stolen from her, that she will not 
see him again. Being a close friend to the whole family I cannot comfort them, 
there is no comfort, as there is no reasoning behind this. [Name withheld] is 
not another knife crime statistic. [Name withheld] was a son, a brother, a 
friend and a [details withheld]. [Name withheld] fought for his country. He 
entered war zones knowing the life threatening dangers he faced and did so 
with true courage and bravery of which he has been rewarded. [Name 
withheld] died in the alleged safety of his own front doorstep. The government 
cannot possibly offer any excuses as to why this happened nor is it enough to 
offer their sympathies. We are asking the elected Scottish Parliament to 
attempt to make changes and prevent tragedies like this from happening 
again. [Name withheld]’s case is certainly not an isolated case, there are 
many families who are facing the same grief due to the loss of a loved one to 
a knife and we must recognise that tough measures have to be in place to 
deal with it. We wholeheartedly and fully support plans to educate young 
people of the dangers of carrying a knife; to try and understand the causes of 
why groups in society carry weapons, to alleviate poverty and tackle alcohol 
and drug abuse that often contribute to violent acts. However we must also 
act now to ensure that people are deterred now, and start by introducing a 
mandatory sentence for carrying a knife!  
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[Name withheld] and other victims of knife crime are not government statistics 
but are the tragedy and shame of government and society failures. Their lives, 
the lives of the Scottish electorate, must be valued and politicians must 
demonstrate that they are valued by passing this bill. 
 
Thank you for reading my letter and please take great consideration over this. 
 
 
17 March 2010 


