
CJL93 
 

1 

Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill 
 

Written submission from the City of Edinburgh Licensing Board 
 

I refer to your letter of 2 April addressed to Chief Executives of local 
authorities and would confirm that the Licensing Board of the City of 
Edinburgh discussed the sections of the above Bill looking to improve the 
operation of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 at a recent meeting. 
 
The Board have instructed me to make the following submissions: 
 
1. Section 130 – Premises licence applications: notification requirements 
 
 The Board agreed with the proposal to reduce the requirement to notify 

interested parties with copy applications but suggests that it would be 
appropriate to retain a requirement to notify Licensing Standards Officers 
with a copy of the application. It is the Board’s intention that the copy 
application will be available on its website at a future date and in the 
meantime, the copy application will be available for examination at the 
Board’s offices. The letter notifying applicants should contain a statement 
giving a broad outline of the terms of the application, e.g. variation of 
licence to add function suite, as a means of providing some basic 
information. 

 
2. Section 131 – Premises licence applications: modification of layout plans 
 
 The Board welcomed this amendment which gives effect to the practical 

reality that where the Board and applicant accept that the plan requires 
to be modified, the Board is allowing applicants to submit a modified 
layout plan. 

 
3. Section 132 – Premises licence applications: antisocial behaviour reports 
 

This was extensively discussed by the Board who had the benefit of the 
views of the local Police Inspector. The Board is conscious that in its 
work it receives extensive support from Lothian and Borders Police and 
that information concerning premises is made available as a matter of 
course. Whilst the Board is satisfied that it retains the power to request a 
report, it was concerned to emphasise that reports must be relevant to 
the premises under examination and that this requires a subjective 
judgement on the part of the Police making a representation or objection 
in relation to a licence application. Such a report is felt to be more 
valuable than the type of antisocial behaviour report specified in the Act. 
The amendment proposed to the Act has been driven by financial and 
resource considerations and this Board would emphasis the need for 
consideration of the type of report that would be of most value. 

 
 



CJL93 
 

2 

4. Section 133 – Sale of alcohol to trade 
 

The Board had no comment to offer on this proposal. 
 
5. Section 134 – Occasional licences 
 

The Board accepted the need for this amendment but questioned 
whether extended hours applications might require similar provision. 

 
6. Section 135 – Extended hours applications: variation of conditions 
 

This amendment was welcomed by the Board. 
 

7. Section 136 - Personal licences 
 

These provisions were welcomed by the Board. 
 

8. Section 137 – Emergency closure orders 
 

The Board had no comment to offer. 
 
9. Section 138 – False statements in applications: offence 
 

This provision was welcomed by the Board. 
 

10. Schedule 4 – Further modifications of 2005 Act 
 
This provision was welcomed by the Board. 

 
The Board has become aware that the Government may also seek to amend 
the current appeal arrangements in the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. It 
would suggest to the Committee that the current arrangements are 
cumbersome and that thought should be given to reverting to the 
arrangements for summary appeals under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976. 
In doing so however there should be no question of losing the ability to 
suspend licences with immediate effect. 
 
The Board has considered your policy for handling information received in 
response to calls for evidence and does not require the evidence submitted to 
be treated as confidential or to be published anonymously. 
 
 
Gill Lindsay 
Clerk of the Licensing Board 

 
 


