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Within East Renfrewshire we have actively progressed our local ‘partnership’ 
commitment to addressing alcohol issues, through working in collaboration with 
health and the wide range of our key partners. We welcome the Scottish 
Government announcement to introduce a health bill to take forward provisions 
on a range of alcohol measures, and feel that this will support local work around 
alcohol in relation to our Joint Alcohol Policy Statement. In light of the proposed 
health bill and the amendments to the above bill, our general view is supportive 
particularly in relation to the role of the Licensing Board, and the duties and 
powers available to the Boards to ensure support for the health agenda in 
working towards creating an environment conductive to the safe use of alcohol.   
 
We further welcome the opportunity to comment on the general principles of the 
Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill, and note the three main purposes 
of the Bill’s provision, and note the Bill’s policy memorandum stating that the 
amendments to the Bill will seek to ‘improve the operation of the Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2005 as well as ensuring that Licensing Boards receive sufficient 
information on which to base their decisions concerning licensing to sell alcohol. 
Ensuring that the health agenda is taken into account in relation to decisions 
made, is vital, and would want to ensure this is maintained. We would like to 
reiterate our views in relation to the public health concerns around alcohol 
consumption, and support that the minimum age for off-sales purchases being 
raised to 21 in Scotland1. The minimum age of purchase is a crucial component 
of a comprehensive alcohol strategy and there is a strong evidence base to 
support the increase of the legal drinking age from 18 to 21 in terms of 
substantial effects on youth drinking and alcohol related harm. Effective 
enforcement of the legislation is of vital importance, notably under age drinking 
and the sale of alcohol to intoxicated individuals.  
 
The no proof no sale approach for Scotland for all licensed premises is welcome 
and consideration should also be given to asking the population up to the age of 
30 for ID, adopted successfully in other countries, where asking for ID becomes 
part of the ‘norm’.  
 
We trust that the above views and comment made are considered helpful in 
relation to the principles of the bill, in particular the duties placed on licensing 
boards.

                                                 
1 Changing Scotland’s Relationship with Alcohol: A Framework for Action, Scottish Government 
2009  
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