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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The Board generally welcomes the liquor licensing proposals in the Bill.   
 
 Specifically, the following comments are submitted for consideration.   
 
2.0 Responses
 
2.1 In relation to Clause 130 and the amendment to subsection (2)(a) of 

Section 21 of the 2005 Act the word, “copy” perhaps requires further 
definition.  Both the electronic administration and the electronic 
processing of applications will be done more effectively if the word 
“copy” is understood to mean the transference of the information 
contained in application forms and other documents, formatted 
appropriately, but not necessarily in replication of the application form. 

 
2.2 In Clause 136 which relates to personal licences, the proposed 

amendments in sub-clause (2)(a) include a requirement that, 
“the applicant” has signed the application.  As, “applicant” is defined as 
the person making the application, presumably a solicitor acting on 
behalf of the applicant or an employee of the applicant could make the 
application, on behalf of the applicant. 

 
3.0 Notwithstanding the above, however, the requirement for a signature of 

any kind does not assist Boards in their electronic administration of 
applications and the move towards the electronic processing of 
applications.  The requirement for signatures is generally absent from 
the provisions relating to other documents - notices, objections, 
licences, etc and it is not clear why signatures, facsimile or otherwise, 
are necessary on personal licence applications.  For purposes of data 
security, signatures are usually redacted when sending or publishing 
electronically applications. 

 
4.0 This point is raised in relation to paragraph 14 of Schedule 4 to the Bill 

which relates to the applicant’s duty to notify the Licensing Board of 
convictions.  Section 71 of the Act defines, “personal licence” as a 
licence which has been issued to the individual by the Board.  
Consequently, a personal licenceholder is someone who holds a 
personal licence that has been granted and issued.  Section 75 
imposes a duty on applicants to notify convictions beginning with the 
making of the application and ending with its determination.  
Paragraph 23 of the Transitional and Saving Provisions Order makes 
1st September, 2009 the deemed issue date of personal licences 
issued during the transitional period.  Beyond then there is a 28 day 
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period in which to issue a personal licence which has been granted.  In 
each/ 

 each case, there is a gap or potentially a gap, between the granting of 
the licence and its issue during which a licenceholder is under no duty 
(under Section 82) to notify the Board of convictions. 

 
 Similarly, the holder of a personal licence would not be able to apply for 

an occasional licence under Section 56 until 1st September.  It may 
well be the case that personal licence holders may wish to lodge 
applications for occasionals prior to that date.   

 
 A premises licence is also defined as one that has been issued 

although Boards have a discretion to set the date when it comes into 
effect. 

 
 Electronic administration of the licensing system should, after 

September, 2009, allow licences to be issued on the day that these are 
granted.  During the transitional period, however, it would be helpful if 
personal licenceholders were deemed to be such when the licence is 
granted rather than issued, in order to close the convictions gap and 
allow applications for occasional licences to be made by personal 
licenceholders. 

 
5.0 Along with colleagues elsewhere, I am also of the view that the 

somewhat time consuming appeal arrangements under the 2005 Act 
would be better repealed and replaced by a summary cause appeal 
process similar, but not necessarily identical, to that in the 1976 Act.  
Stated cases deal in facts and while in liquor licensing cases there are 
indeed findings in fact by the Board, a considerable amount of what 
they do is founded on possibilities and probabilities.   

 
 

 


