
Justice Committee 
 

Draft Budget 2010-11 
 

Submission from Strathclyde Police 
 
Following on from the earlier evidence presented to the Committee on 
6 October 2009 I enclose a brief summary of the key issue which, as Chief 
Constable of Strathclyde Police I would wish to emphasise.  I trust the 
Committee would feel it appropriate to raise this at the forthcoming evidence 
session with the Cabinet Secretary.  If I can be of further assistance please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
1. General 
 
1.1 I would wish to acknowledge at the start the indication within the Draft 

Budget Settlement for 2010/11 confirming: 
 

a) the commitment of additional funding of to complete the 
recruitment of the additional 1,000 police officers; 

b) confirmation that the police specific grant will be maintained in 
real terms for 2010/11 at the previously announced level. 

 
1.2 Both those announcements will go some considerably way to assist in 

the maintenance of front line policing service, a goal which I am 
personally committed to and one which I know the public within 
Strathclyde have expectations.   

 
1.3 I do recognise that Public Sector funding for the delivery of services 

such as policing is under increasing pressure and with around 90% of 
police costs attributable to police and support staff costs the impact of 
any shortfall in funding will have an inevitable impact on staffing levels.  
Against this backdrop I am committed to maintaining front line policing 
services and by implication police officers numbers above everything 
else. 

 
2. Ring Fenced Police Funding 
 
2.1 The key issue which I believe is of critical importance relates to the 

withdrawal of the ring-fencing of that element of police funding outwith 
specific police grant support.   

 
2.2 The committee will be aware, as part of the Concordat Agreement 

between Scottish Government and COSLA at the start of the current 
Spending Review a significant element of police revenue funding and 
capital funding is no longer ring-fenced and specifically identified in the 
overall local government finance settlement but is now included in the 
global funding given to local government from which funding of all local 
services is made. 

 



2.3 The inevitable tension that therefore arises between the needs of this 
Force and the ability/willingness of the 12 constituent authorities which 
make up the Strathclyde Police Authority to fund the Force’s 
requirements is becoming increasingly evident.   

 
2.4 The current funding model introduces an element of increasing 

uncertainty as the overall financial climate for local authorities declines.   
 
2.5 Each of the 12 local authorities are facing their own funding dilemmas 

and their ability to provide the necessary funding to maintain the 
current level of policing service: 

 
- record number of police officers 
- recorded crime falling  
- detections increasing 
 
has already been highlighted during the budget negotiations for 
2009/10.   
 

2.6 This tension will have a particular impact on the Force’s ability to 
contribute to national policing issues as local authority funding criteria 
will, inevitably, focus on local issues and service delivery rather than 
national considerations. 

 
2.7 I would therefore strongly urge the Committee to raise with the Cabinet 

Secretary the re-introduction of police ring fencing, a move which 
would avert local tension issues and introduce a degree of certainty in 
terms of my ability to deliver the required level of service to the public 
of Strathclyde and Scotland. 

 
2.8 Such a move would not of itself increase the funding allocated to this 

Force.  However certainty of funding is a critical element in being able 
to plan effectively for the future and the re-introduction of ring-fencing 
would significantly aid this outcome. 

 
 
Stephen House 
Chief Constable 
October 2009 


