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Justice Committee 
 

Scottish Law Commission Report on Succession 
 

Letter from the Minister for Community Safety to the Convener 
 
Note by the clerk: This letter follows a discussion that Members had with 
representatives of the Scottish Law Commission at an informal meeting. 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 May. I am very pleased that the Justice 
Committee had a useful meeting with Lord Drummond Young, Chairman of 
the Scottish Law Commission, to discuss the Commission’s Report on 
Succession. 
 
Two of my officials attended, as you know, and they advised me that the 
discussion had been lively and covered a number of issues, several of which I 
had identified in my response to the Commission last July as requiring further 
consideration. I am sure you will agree that it will be difficult to build a 
consensus around a number of them.  One particularly difficult issue, which I 
do not think was touched upon in the time available, is the possible impact of 
the Report’s Recommendations on farms and estates and the rural economy 
more generally. 
 
In terms of how this work is being taken forward, officials have almost 
completed a programme of pre-consultation dialogue to inform the 
development of a consultation paper on key issues in the law of succession.  
They have met with a number of the stakeholders who responded to the 
Commission’s Discussion Paper and have taken papers from others.  The 
main discussions have focused on the size of the threshold sum, whether 
(and to what extent) children should be protected from disinheritance and 
whether (and to what extent) cohabitants’ rights on succession should be 
extended.  There have also been specific efforts attempting to understand 
better the issues for farmers and landowners and the impact on the Scottish 
Courts Service and Registers of Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government will consider carefully what has been said and will 
aim to publish a consultation paper in the latter part of the year to test the 
issues further to ensure that, insofar as possible, any changes to the law of 
succession are robust and durable, in that they reflect the expectations of 
21st century Scots and produce fair and appropriate outcomes for them and 
their families, however constituted. 
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
 
Fergus Ewing MSP 
Minister for Community Safety 
9 June 2010 


