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Dear Convener 
 
I have recently returned from leave and noted with some concern the recently 
reported claims by a former Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
Andy Hayman, about the decision to transfer the suspects for the Glasgow 
Airport attack in 2007 to London. 
 
Given that the Scottish Parliament is in recess, I thought it appropriate at this 
time to write to the Justice Committee to correct any impression which might 
have been created by these reports.  I shall also copy my letter to the Justice 
spokespersons for each party. 
 
I am concerned, in particular, about the allegation that my independence in 
taking a decision to transfer the suspects to London was compromised by the 
involvement of Scottish Ministers in the decision making process.  This is utterly 
incorrect and I would not have permitted such a gross breach of my 
independence and the Scotland Act 1998 to take place.   
 
As Lord Advocate, I was focused at all times on securing the most effective 
investigation and prosecution of those responsible for these very serious 
offences against our safety and security.  Anything less would have undermined 
public confidence in our ability to protect our communities from such violent 
threats. 
 
I worked very closely with the Attorney General, the Rt Hon Baroness Scotland 
QC, from the outset and less than two days after the attack, on Monday 2 July, I 
took the decision to transfer the suspects to the custody of the Metropolitan 
Police.  This decision was taken solely by me, in the public interest, as Head of 
the system of Prosecution in Scotland and was taken in order to facilitate the 
wider investigation into the connected attack on Glasgow Airport and the 
attempted bombings in London the day before.  The decision was taken without 
any delay as soon as it was established that the attack on Glasgow Airport could 
be investigated and prosecuted in the most effective way as part of a wider 
terrorist plot across Scotland and England. 
 
Andy Hayman did not take part in any discussion with me in the aftermath of the 
Glasgow attack, was not in Scotland at any point while the important decisions 
were being taken and has been reported as incorrectly referring to my role as 
“Attorney General”.  Of course the duties and responsibilities of the Lord 
Advocate are quite different and distinct from those of the Attorney General. 



 

 

 
Finally, but no less importantly, the reported claims do a disservice to the very 
impressive joint work by Scottish and English police and prosecutors which saw 
one of the terrorists, Bilal Abdulla, sentenced in December last year to a 
minimum of 32 years imprisonment for both the attack in London and the attack 
at Glasgow Airport. 
 
 
Elish Angiolini 
Lord Advocate 
10 August 2009 
 


