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The inquiry is addressing many of the complex issues that face us in increasing 
participation in sport.  It has become clear that the Committee has recognised the 
need for sufficient high quality teaching of PE for young children.  It is 
encouraging that there is now a focus on the need for physical literacy to be 
delivered in schools and even for schools to be measured on the outcomes 
through HMIE.  This would be a step change in thinking and could begin to 
address some of the issues. 
 
Whilst this is positive it is also creating a potential tension in how the inquiry 
might progress and report on its findings.   
 
The inquiry was discussed at the recent quarterly meeting of the Chief Operating 
Officers Group of Governing Bodies (COO Group).  There is significant interest in 
the inquiry and many are looking forward to the public meeting session on 25 
February.  The group is pleased to see the Committee recognises the importance 
of physical literacy for children.  Equally they are keen to ensure the importance 
of strong clubs and links with the local schools is recognised during the inquiry. 
 
There is a concern that the focus on PE and physical literacy may overshadow 
the need to ensure that the inquiry fully considers the pathway into sport and 
continued participation in sport.  There remains a clear need to ensure that 
school activity (PE, informal play, school clubs and teams) links into the 
community aspects and the local clubs.  It is this link and continuum that will 
create the sustainability of activity and sport for our children through their 
teenage years and hopefully into adulthood. 
 
It is the view of the SSA that there has been limited discussion and questioning 
into how these links are established and maintained.  Of equal importance is how 
we support local clubs and how local clubs engage with their schools.  There 
needs to be a two way dynamic process that uses the school as a focal point. 
 
Every community in Scotland has a school and many communities have a 
network of sports clubs.  Where schools and clubs work together there is 
evidence of opportunities for participation for both pupils and the wider 
community.  This creates multi-age group community clubs with the associated 
pathway to continued participation and performance (if appropriate). 
 
The use of school facilities also offers a club a ‘home’, a geographical and 
physical base around which it can build its sense of community belonging.   
 
There is much work to done in this area and the answers are not simple.  
Nevertheless it is an area that I hope the inquiry can address and seek the 



thoughts of its witnesses in the remaining time.  The public meeting on 25 
February provides such an opportunity. 
 
I trust these thoughts are helpful and can be fed into the inquiry over the 
remaining weeks. 
 
Chris Robison 
Policy Director 


