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I am a parent of three children educated in the state system, but who did 
almost all of their competitive sports through sports clubs outside school. I am 
currently on committees for orienteering and table tennis at clubs with junior 
and senior members. 
 
Barriers to participation 
 
Travel/Accessibility – Both after-school sporting activities and community 
sports clubs can only be used by children whose parents/carers are interested 
enough to provide and pay for transport from the school (after normal school 
hours) or the club. In my area school buses are only available straight after 
school, not after most after-  school activities. In rural areas the public bus 
service is not frequent enough for children to use to get home, and if parents 
are working at the time the sporting activity ends, they are unable to collect 
their children.  
 
For various county school musical band practices a weekly evening bus 
service is provided free of charge. Could this not be done for sporting 
activities to give every child an equal opportunity, regardless of their parents’ 
commitment or their proximity to the sporting venue? 
 
 Regular competitive inter-school sports fixtures 
 
The reason that community sports clubs are so successful in motivating the 
lucky children whose parents are prepared to take them to the club is the 
training and regular competitive fixtures. Many private schools also 
successfully provide fixtures and clubs for a large variety of sports. Could 
state schools follow their excellent example? 
 
Over the last thirty years or so, competitive sport has been frowned on in state 
schools in my area. I believe children at state schools should be given the 
opportunity to compete in a wide variety of different sports on a regular basis. 
The competition and coaching is what encourages them to train and attend 
regularly in the long term. 
 
My daughter recently experienced an after school sports club where no 
coaching was offered (because we were told some children just wanted to 
play socially). There was only one competitive event per year to attend, and 
that wasn’t properly seeded.   
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