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Single outcome agreement 

• The Committee would like to know which elements of your single 
outcome agreement with the Scottish Government relate 
specifically to sport.  

 
"Increase young people's access to sporting activities" 
 
"Extend and enhance provision in S5 and S6 to encourage more pupils to 
stay on at school.” 
 
"Establish a more co-ordinated approach to diversionary activities for 
young people" 
 

Children and sport  
• What level of sport and physical activity should be provided by 

primary and, separately, secondary schools?  
Primary 
an integrated approach for all children aged 3 to 12 years, involving 
movement and co-ordination activities, multi sports clubs, remedial 
attention if recognised, loads of outdoor and indoor fun and challenging 
activities. The curricular work in schools and nurseries should be linked to 
extra curric on site with the opportunity to include parents family and 
friends in the activity 
Secondary 
the sports opportunities should build on the basic skills, team ethics, 
sportsmanship learned in primary.  PE, sport and physical activity should 
be integrated with community clubs.  Elite athletes should be able to 
continue their sport in special schools of sport using school facilities. 
• Is a lack of the right type of facilities in schools compromising 

sports education? 
Primary  
It is extremely difficult to deliver quality PE without appropriate indoor and 
outdoor facilities, travelling to access neighbouring grass or community/ 
sports buildings eats into the timetable and budgets.  There are no 
changing facilities especially for older pupils.  Space often doubles up as 
assembly hall, dining room etc this limits time for use and the type of 
activity which can take place.  
Secondary 
many new schools are being built without the correct specification for sport 
to take place; i.e. fewer swimming pools, smaller dimensions, ground 
surface inappropriate for certain sports.  Is sports injury information being 
disseminated to architects and builders to reduce long term injury? 
 
• Who has the responsibility for ensuring that there is adequate 

sports education in the school system? 
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This is a very interesting question, blame is regularly passed around.  The 
two documents Reaching Higher and Lets Make Scotland More Active 
have had the most influence in increasing physical activity levels among 
young people.  Scottish Government, local councillors, senior local 
authority officers, national governing bodies, parent councils and HMIe 
inspectors but ultimately it will depend on the head of the school and the 
individual school ethos. 
• Are there enough of the right facilities in schools to deliver 

appropriate levels of sports education? 
No, smaller facilities, new builds with reduced specifications, facilities 
made redundant by weather etc 
 
• How can the links between schools and sports clubs be 

improved?   
Scottish Government prescribing that local authorities must set up 
partnerships with community/ sports clubs and ring fence funding to 
ensure it happens.  Make sport a statutory requirement and fund 
accordingly.  Prioritise access to school facilities by groups who are well 
constituted to deliver a safe, quality experience for young people. 
 
• What differences have Active Schools Co-ordinators made to the 

links between schools and clubs? 
Active Schools have dramatically increased and improved links between 
curricular PE, after school sports clubs and local community clubs. 
 
• What are the barriers to universal access for children to sport, for 

example travel costs and the cost of equipment and kit? 
Transport is an issue but independent and safe routes to a sports facility is 
a bigger problem.  The timing of the sport is crucial as often children rely 
on working parents to drive them around various venues.  The community 
facilities are generally not equipped to cope with volume of participation, 
enquiries, cars, pedestrians, toilets etc  

 
Community facilities 

• How effective has the National and Regional Sports Facilities 
Strategy been in delivering facilities for community use?  

The 3 new secondaries in Clackmannanshire will be operated as 
community facilities, this will have an impact on school use, club use and 
the surrounding area, it should improve opportunities for sport and 
increase links between school and club. 
 
• Do local authorities have their own community sports facilities 

strategies? Where such strategies exist, what role do community 
planning partnerships and community health partnerships play in 
developing those strategies?  

where the strategies exist there are opportunities for other sectors to 
influence, but often the strategies do not reflect what is actually happening 
on the ground. 
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• What are the barriers to making better use of school and other 

facilities, such as by the wider community, and how can such 
barriers be overcome? 

as we take occupancy of the new PPP schools we will find out, however 
the obvious barriers are; accessibility, the most appropriate time, cost, 
sharing with PE departments' equipment, breakdown in communication/ 
relationships of users, accountability of external users, perceived 
perceptions of external users etc 
 
• How can examples of best practice in the provision of facilities be 

learned from and rolled out on a wider basis? 
There are groups set up to which info can be issued such as ADES, 
COSLA, sportscotland, Active Schools, etc however there are a large 
number of other services who are not included in influencing provision of 
facilities such as; planning and environmental services, booking, 
maintenance etc 
 
• What lessons can be learnt from the way in which community 

sports facilities are used in other countries? 
Further raise the profile for Scottish sport at all levels, build and fund 21st 
century facilities and create an infrastructure which supports the activity 
and progression and competition in that activity. 

 
Coaching 

• Are there enough coaches and volunteers to support sport in 
Scotland? 

There are not enough coaches and volunteers and there are not enough 
well qualified and knowledgeable people to support the existing clubs and 
there will not be enough for the increased participation we are striving for. 
Coaching needs to become a recognised and paid profession to attract the 
right people to this type of work 
 
• What systems exist to make sure that best use is made of the 

coaches who are currently available?   
There are investments from local authorities, national bodies, schools and 
clubs to training and up skill existing coaches, efforts are made to attract 
and retain new volunteers, they are supported and mentored. 
 
What are the barriers to more people coaching, and volunteering to 
support, sport in Scotland?  

 People need more confidence and knowledge to get involved, they 
 need to operate in a supported and structured environment to ensure 
 they are not vulnerable and lost to the activity. 
 
Marjorie MacFarlane  
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