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Response to key questions: 
 
Single Outcome Agreement 

• The committee would like to know which elements of your single outcome 
agreement with the Scottish Government relate specifically to sport. 

 
Renfrewshire’s Community Plan 2008-17 will continue to be the over arching 
document to identify strategic priorities and headline targets to contribute to the 
outcomes of the SOA.  There is specific reference to sport to contribute to the 
national outcome of wealthier and fairer, healthier and smarter.  Work is currently 
underway to develop an area profile for Renfrewshire, revise the context for each of 
the fifteen national outcomes and the accompanying indicators, targets and required 
related actions by local partners and by the Scottish Government.  National 
outcomes 4, 5, 6, 9 and 13 continue to be of specific relevance to sport. There will be 
a specific role for sport in addressing the cross-cutting theme of inequalities in and 
improving equality and opportunities in life. 
 
In keeping with national advice, the second Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) to 
cover the period 2009-2012 will be a high level document, focussing on a limited and 
manageable number of priorities.  As such, the SOA will provide an outcome 
framework and focus for service improvement planning, resource planning and 
performance management. 
 
Children and Sport 

• What level of sport and physical activity should be provided by primary and, 
separately secondary schools? 
 

In addition to 2 hours of quality physical education, all pupils in primary and 
secondary schools should be offered physical activity and sport opportunities each 
day through the Active Schools programme.  Activity should be a combination of 
play/development of basic movement and skills and development of controlled 
competitive opportunities.   
 
At secondary level there should be opportunities for recreational activity and 
competitive sport, notwithstanding the related facility, staff and cost issues.  
 

• Is a lack of the right type of facilities in schools compromising sports 
education? 
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Good quality sports facilities are important to the delivery of agreed national 
outcomes. The availability, accessibility and quality of sports facilities in schools 
have an important influence on whether young people will participate in sport. 
Where facilities are inadequate or not fit for purpose, there is an impact on young 
people in terms of how often they participate and how well they perform. 
 
Facilities at primary schools can limit the amount and quality of sports education 
provision.  Renfrewshire Council has improved some facilities at primary schools 
through the construction of Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAS).  Further investment 
like this is desirable.  There is also the issue of primary school gym halls being used 
as canteens, limiting PE, physical activity and sports opportunities. 
 

• Who has the responsibility for ensuring there is adequate sports education in 
the schools system? 
 

The local authority has a key responsibility for this.  The development of the Active 
Schools programme will play a major role in co-ordinating activity and sport within 
each school and into the wider community.  
 
It is essential that the Active Schools team work closely with the head teacher and 
other interested staff within schools to provide the opportunities.  This should link 
into other volunteers/coaches in the community, including sports clubs so that there 
is a smooth transition from extra-curricular to community activity.  Each National 
Governing Body has a role to play in providing quality coaching qualifications so that 
young people are gaining a positive experience in sport and physical activity, 
delivered by confident coaches. 
 

• Are there enough of the right facilities in schools to deliver appropriate levels 
of sports education? 
 

Facilities at school level can always be improved.  Primary schools can provide 
limited opportunities due to the size of gym in each school.  Secondary schools 
provide better quality facilities, for example the provision of astroturf facilities at all 
secondary schools would be a major development in improving the quality of 
delivery and opportunity for young people and potential to be used as a community 
sports facility. Renfrewshire Council are currently engaged in consultation to 
develop a pitches and playing fields strategy, this strategy will look at all suitable 
and available facilities, including those within the school estate. 
 
The development of PE facilities within our PPP secondary schools has enabled 
young people to participate in a range of activity, including individual sports, team 
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games and fitness sessions. Some of our primary schools within the PPP 
development have additional outdoor facilities which will offer further opportunities to 
increase PE, sport and physical activity. 
 

• How can the links between schools and clubs be improved? 
 

Improved communication between schools and clubs and establishing a local 
network of sports clubs and organisations in Renfrewshire are particularly relevant. 
The development of a new sports forum in Renfrewshire is the key to promoting and 
supporting sport at all levels, including schools.  The development of quality 
coaches within community clubs who are willing and able to deliver in an extra-
curricular setting in schools would improve the pathway for young people at both a 
recreation and competitive level. 
 

• What differences have the Active Schools Co-ordinators made to the links 
between schools and clubs? 
 

The fundamental aim of Active Schools in Renfrewshire is to give young people 
motivation and opportunities to be more active through their school years and into 
adulthood. Opportunities are available before, during and after school. The aim is to 
link young people to the network of local sports clubs. 
 
As a result of Active Schools initiatives, there are increased numbers of young 
people acting as sports leaders, coaches and volunteers both in schools and in local 
clubs in the community, a key outcome from investment in Active Schools.   
 
Co-ordinators within Renfrewshire have worked to develop a positive relationship 
with clubs in the community.  We have been able to establish pathways with some 
clubs but further work is required.  The development of the local network will make 
an effective contribution. 
 

• What are the barriers to universal access for children to sport, for example 
travel cost and the cost of equipment and kit? 
 

A key barrier to young people participating in sport is personal choice in relation to 
leisure activities. Other reasons can be a lack of changing facilities that meet 
modern expectations, the costs of participating in sport and lack of peer support, 
particularly for girls. In rural areas, as in other parts of Renfrewshire, poor public 
transport links can be a compelling factor in limiting people’s opportunities to 
participate in sport outwith school. 
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Increasing access to information for young people about community based physical 
activity would help some of the reasons stated above. Development of web based 
community information on local sports and clubs is currently underway in 
Renfrewshire as part of a sports pitch strategy for the local authority. 
 
Community Facilities 

• How effective has the National and Regional Sports Facilities Strategy been in 
delivering facilities for community use? 
 

Renfrewshire has benefited from this funding to build a new games hall at the 
Lagoon Leisure Centre as a regional facility for badminton. This is an integral 
element in our pathways to performance and is linked to an infrastructure of 
participation through Active Schools to new local clubs and the development centre.  
There is a need for a hockey specific Astroturf facility within Renfrewshire, due to the 
success of Kelburne Hockey Club at national and European level.    
 

• Do local authorities have their own community sports facilities strategies?  
 

The Active Renfrewshire: physical activity sport and health strategy 2007- 2012 has 
highlighted the need for this and a project group has been established to conduct a 
review of Renfrewshire Leisure Limited’s assets and make recommendations by 
March 2009.  
 

• Where such strategies exist, what role do community planning partnerships 
and community health partnerships play in developing those strategies? 
 

The Active Renfrewshire Strategy is a Community Planning Strategy and currently 
reports to the Community Planning Health Improvement Group. As part of the Active 
Renfrewshire strategy, a network for physical activity and sport has been developed, 
through strengthening the partnership between community planning partners, local 
community organisations, sports clubs, national governing bodies for sports and 
communities in Renfrewshire. Renfrewshire Council in partnership with a range of 
agencies and other sporting groups are developing a new strategy to improve and 
maximise access to sports pitches and playing fields. 
 

• What are the barriers to making better use of school and other facilities, such 
as by the wider community, and how can such barriers be overcome? 
 

There are a number of barriers to the use of school and other facilities by the wider 
community: accessibility in terms of location and cost; insufficient facilities to meet 
demand (particularly at peak times such as weekends); poor condition of available 
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facilities; lack of changing facilities and/ or changing facilities of an adequate 
standard; lack of marketing of facilities; and availability of coaches at facilities to 
encourage and develop better usage of facilities. Renfrewshire’s Pitch Strategy 
which is currently being developed will take account of these barriers. 
 

• How can examples of best practice in the provision of facilities be learned 
from and rolled out on a wider basis? 
 

It is useful to explore other models for example to explore the potential to co-locate 
services with other agencies. This could be supported through published examples 
of good practice via sportscotland, APSE or VOCAL.  
 

• What lessons can be learnt from the way in which community sports facilities 
are used in other countries? 
 

Review letting policies and systems in community halls, schools and leisure facilities 
in relation to requirements for local community clubs and other sports and physical 
activities. 
 
Coaching 
 
Coaches are integral to increasing participation and to improving pathways to 
performance. The Active Renfrewshire strategy and Gateway to the Games Sport 
Summit, held in Renfrewshire in 2008, have clearly identified a local need to develop 
volunteers by providing training, support and recognition. 
 
Locally we are aware that there is a lack of the highly qualified coaches necessary to 
support performance which echoes the national picture.  Accordingly there is a need 
to increase the quantity and to improve the quality of coaches at all levels. This can 
be achieved through partnership working to ensure coaches are linked with Active 
Schools, local sports clubs, sportscotland, and National Governing Bodies. Locally 
we have re-aligned three our sports development staff to support coach education, 
pathways and performance, and club development. This will support the 
implementation of the Active Renfrewshire strategy and respond to locally expressed 
need to develop coach education and training programmes and a development 
infrastructure. 
 

• Are there enough coaches and volunteers to support sport in Scotland? 
 

It is a continual challenge to recruit and retain volunteers. We are currently working 
with local clubs, Renfrewshire Council for Voluntary Services and the Paisley 
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Volunteer Centre to establish a new sports network. We have identified the need to 
develop a local volunteer strategy as part of our preparations for Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games. 
 
The process of recruiting and retaining staff who can deliver quality sessions that 
inspire young people to continue with participation of sport and activity for the rest of 
their lives is an ongoing process.  Renfrewshire Council is presently developing 
systems to ensure that volunteers/coaches are fully supported. 
 

• What systems exist to make sure the best use is made of the coaches who 
are currently available? 
 

Renfrewshire School of Sport Education currently supports 47 senior pupils to 
develop coach education qualifications and gain experience to deliver physical 
activity and sport to pupils in the primary and early secondary stages.  This is the 
fifth year of this programme, providing more than 12,000 hours of voluntary work by 
84 senior pupils. 
 
The local authority is in the process of redesign of the Sports Development Unit and 
the inclusion of a Coach Education Officer within the team will provide links to 
volunteers/coaches, active schools and community clubs.  
 
Discussions with local clubs show a readiness to consider joining together to form 
multi sports clubs and to share resources, volunteers and office bearers. This will be 
explored within the sports network. 
 

• What are the barriers to more people coaching, and volunteering to support, 
sport in Scotland? 
 

The level of availability of resources to support young people and adults in training to 
become local sports volunteers could be improved. There is a need to continue to 
expand volunteering opportunities for young people to develop their skills to become 
more actively involved in sports coaching.  In addition coaching programmes should 
be tied to clubs to ensure those qualified can get an opportunity to put their training 
into practice. The cost of coaching qualifications can be a barrier for 
volunteers/coaches.  The National Governing Bodies and the local authority need to 
ensure that there are systems in place to support new coaches, especially 
volunteers, so that qualification are available at a low, or preferably, no cost. 
 
Disclosure Scotland checks can be perceived as a barrier, due to cost and 
requirement for repeat checks across organisations. It would be helpful if some 
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method of disclosure checking can be transferred or recognised across agencies or 
groups and regularly updated. This could be hosted by an authority or by the CVS.  
 
John Laurenson  
Acting Leisure and Cultural Services Manager  
Renfrewshire Council  
21 November 2008  


