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Background 
 
“A sports partnership is a network of organisations that work together to plan, 
co-ordinate and make decisions to develop sport at a local and regional level.” 
 
SportCentral co-ordinates and facilitates sports programmes and activities at 
a local and regional level, ensuring they are closely aligned to a national SGB 
plan for that sport. We help partners work together locally to improve 
opportunities for people to take part and progress in sport. This includes the 
co-ordination and facilitation of sports programmes and activities at a local 
and regional level, ensuring they are closely aligned to the national SGB plan 
for the sport. 
The work of SportCentral is locally focused on four areas: developing athletes 
and players, supporting and developing coaches, officials and volunteers, 
improving standards of clubs and improving access to facilities. We work in 
partnership with Clackmannanshire Council, Falkirk Council, Active Stirling/ 
Stirling Council, the University of Stirling as well as the Central Scotland 
Institute of Sport and 8 sports governing bodies. 
SportCentral develops pathways for participation and performance in the 
following sports: athletics, cricket, disability sport, golf, gymnastics, football, 
rugby and swimming. We co-ordinate and facilitate the regional and local 
programmes, in line with the national plan for each sport and we are currently 
funded until 31 March 2010 
 
Current Aim: 
To strengthen the infrastructure of Scottish sport, to bring sustainable 
increases in participation and to improve the performance of developing 
athletes. 
SportCentral is required to bridge the gap between National and Local sport 
delivery. 
SportCentral will have the capacity to harness the expertise and experience 
available to them at a local, regional and national level. 
 
Children and Sport 
 
What level of sport and physical activity should be provided by primary 
and secondary schools? 
 
All children in Scotland should have the opportunity to participate in school 
based sport.  It is essential that the content be appropriate for the 
development of the children. The experience of the Sports Partnership relating 
to Primary School activity is connected to the work of the 3 Local Authority 
partners, Active Stirling, Clackmannanshire Council and Falkirk Council. The 
most critical area here is to allow for an infrastructure to provide primary aged 
pupils with a broad range of basic skills, a degree of physical literacy and the 
opportunity to experience fundamental movement skill across and through a 
range of sports. Some authorities have committed resource to support this, for 
example Clackmannanshire Council’s PE project. In addition sports 
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development, active schools and club development programmes help support 
the delivery of curriculum and after curriculum sport. 
 
 
Is lack of the right type of facilities in schools compromising sport 
education? 
Yes, although this will be covered by our Local Authority partners. Accessing 
at the appropriate times, for the appropriate cost is an issue. 
 
 
Who has responsibility for ensuring that there is adequate sports 
education in the schools system? 
 
This will be covered by our Local Authority partners. The regional partnership 
has a responsibility to coordinate and support the interaction between Active 
Schools, SGB’s and local authority sports development. This has worked 
particularly well in the two areas of Scotland where a pilot Regional 
Partnerships exist. 
 
Are there enough of the right facilities in schools to deliver appropriate 
levels of sports education? 
 
No, see feedback from our Local Authority partners.   
 
How can links between schools and sports clubs be improved? 
 
The partnership has a focus on this key area, developing clubs and the 
communication between clubs and schools is critical. The ability to support the 
local authority Active Schools teams, sports development departments and 
the SGBs is a key function of the partnership  
Key priorities of the Partnership include the following: 
 

• The communication and club buy in from identified sports to work with 
the schools and authorities. 

• Providing training and CPD opportunities for school staff, volunteers and 
coaches. 

• Recruiting volunteers and developing their skills as coaches. 
• Developing the club infrastructure to enable clubs to be capable of 

supporting the introduction of new junior members. 
 
The driver for this activity has been predominantly the sporting agencies for 
example Regional Partnerships, Sports Development and Active Schools. 
 
 
What differences have Active Schools Co-ordinators made to the links 
between schools and clubs? 
 
Active Schools Co-ordinators currently make an impact in developing the 
participation element in Primary school. The best examples of club related 
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development links tend to be where Sports Development Units have worked 
closely with the Co-ordinators and where the Regional Managers have 
supported this. 
 
 
What are the barriers to universal access for children to sport, for 
example travel costs and the cost of equipment and kit? 
 
In addition to the comments made by our Local Authority partners, the biggest 
barrier is the cost of travel for participants on a regular basis. Those athletes 
who require to train frequently or require to make specific a journey to a 
training venue can be limited by cost. 
  
 
Community Facilities 
 
How effective has the National and Regional Sports facilities Strategy 
been in delivering facilities for community use? 
 
It has had considerable success in the SportCentral area, the new Sports 
Village in Stirling is an example of Regional facility investment which will 
benefit the delivery of a regional strategy, with integration in terms of core 
sport support, access, availability and cost. 
 
 
Do Local Authorities have their own community sports facilities 
strategies?  Where such strategies exist, what role do community 
planning partnerships and community health partnerships play in 
developing those strategies? 
 
Covered by our Local Authority partners 
 

 
What are the barriers to making better use of school and other facilities, 
such as by the wider community, and how can such barriers be 
overcome? 
 
SportCentral in conjunction with SportTayside and Fife would reinforce the 
views of our local authority partners and emphasise the urgent need for sport 
to access the school estate. It requires National and Local Authority policy and 
action to make the facilities available to the community and sports clubs who 
require access. 

 
Coaching 
 
Are there enough Coaches and volunteers to support sport in Scotland? 
No.  
The regional partnership supports the development of coaches as a priority 
across eight sports. We continue to work with our stakeholders including 
SGBs and Local Authorities to develop existing and new coaches, through 
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supporting a strategic approach to coach education, development and 
mentoring. We employ mentors and coach development staff to deliver 
programme supporting coaches across the Forth Valley. 
We have made considerable improvement in regional and local sport 
provision and quality through various programmes aimed at coaches, 
volunteer and officials. This must be a priority for sport going forward. 
 
 
What systems exist to make sure that best use is made of the coaches 
who are currently available? 
We have developed comprehensive support systems for existing coaches in 
the region.   
The strategic coordination and delivery of coach education courses on behalf 
of the eight Governing Bodies is in place on the Forth Valley.  The success 
here is through the Regional Manager structure linking with Clubs, Local 
authorities and coaches, we can prioritise the programme to meet the needs 
of each of our eight sports. 
A SportCentral Coach Mentoring scheme has been developed to provide 
expert generic and technical support to a number of selected coaches across 
a number of sports. Currently over 28 coaches are on the programme.  
We work closely with the Coaching Scotland unit and network to deliver 
UKCC courses and the UKCC Framework. 
 
Rob Hardie 
SportCentral Partnership Manager 
SportCentral  
21 November 2008  
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