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Scottish Hockey’s Youth Development Officer, Development Manager and Coach 
Education Development Manager have collated the information below for submission to 
the Scottish Parliament Health and Sport Committee. 
 
Children and sport  
• What level of sport and physical activity should be provided by primary and, separately, 

secondary schools?  
 
Primary Schools should focus on fundamental movement skills and the introduction to a 
variety of games and sports linking to participation into Local Authority sessions and junior 
clubs.  Secondary Schools could provide an introduction to more sports but also develop 
an individual’s skills, knowledge and experience leading to School age group competition.  
Club links should be made to ensure players are supported in developing their enthusiasm 
for a particular sport.  This should lead to talent identification opportunities and allow 
individuals to build on performance pathways while receiving support from Clubs. 
 
• Is a lack of the right type of facilities in schools compromising sports education? 
 
In line with Scottish Hockey’s facility strategy multi sports surfaces or indoor facilities are 
beneficial to enhance the game of hockey however other surfaces are still used in 
Secondary Schools, such as, grass to introduce hockey to players and this becomes more 
of a problem when the grass is not maintained well or floods easily.  One of the areas for 
development would be more Teacher training (Primary and Secondary) to increase or 
update knowledge and understanding of the game. 
 
• Who has the responsibility for ensuring that there is adequate sports education in the 

school system? 
 
Scottish Parliament can change educational policies however each Local Authority 
Education Department should take responsibility for increasing sports education and 
recognising it as more than just sport.  All sports use areas such as personal time 
management (organising school studies, training, social) Home Economics through 
hydration and nutrition, English, Maths and Science through communication, team work, 
tactics and individual skills analysis. 
SGB’s can support through providing opportunities for Teacher in-service training and 
having resources to support delivery of Physical Education qualifications. 
 
• Are there enough of the right facilities in schools to deliver appropriate levels of sports 

education? 
 
Most Local Authority’s have a spread of facilities across each area instead of schools 
having their own facilities for every sport.  Having access to central facilities is beneficial 
instead of school based facilities however it is important to support areas such as transport 
and volunteers if this occurs.   

 
 

• How can the links between schools and sports clubs be improved?   
 



PS59 
Pathways into Sport 

Colleen Reid 
 
Clubs should be more proactive and build individual contacts within Primary and 
Secondary Schools which will improve communication or having direct support from Active 
School Co-ordinators.   Clubs have to be supported by SGB’s and Local Authority’s to 
develop junior sections for sustainability and require help to plan training for personnel. 
 
• What differences have Active Schools Co-ordinators made to the links between 

schools and clubs? 
 
This has differed in each Local Authority and it is very dependent on the individual co-
ordinators’ enthusiasm for the sport, the priority in each Local Authority and the School 
Teacher interest. 
 
• What are the barriers to universal access for children to sport, for example travel costs 

and the cost of equipment and kit? 
 
Barriers would include Local Authority target sports, parent interest, financial, social status, 
age restrictions and distance from facilities or local Clubs. 
  
 
Community facilities 
• How effective has the National and Regional Sports Facilities Strategy been in 

delivering facilities for community use?  
 
Not sure I can comment as hockey hasn’t really been identified in the strategy.  
 
• Do local authorities have their own community sports facilities strategies? Where such 

strategies exist, what role do community planning partnerships and community health 
partnerships play in developing those strategies?  

 
Yes a large number of LA’s have strategies. We have little evidence of clubs in Local 
Authorities being involved in the development of such strategies. We do get requests for 
our facility strategy, but there seems to be little local input into where facilities are 
developed for the local community 
 
• What are the barriers to making better use of school and other facilities, such as by the 

wider community, and how can such barriers be overcome? 
 
Barriers appear to exist in terms of the culture of education. Barriers exist in terms of 
access at appropriate times, use of equipment, access to appropriate changing facilities. 
Where the powers that be are proactive there are great opportunities, where the facilities 
“must be protected” for the school or people can’t see outside the box there is limited 
access.  
 
• How can examples of best practice in the provision of facilities be learned from and 

rolled out on a wider basis? 
 
Tough decisions need to me made regarding the management of facilities. Where it is 
working it should be encouraged. Best practice could be demonstrated through site visits, 
partnership working and demonstrating how it is working. It needs time and needs people 
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who are respected to demonstrate the value of out of hours working. Other than that, in 
some persistent cases management responsibility should be put in others hands.  
 
• What lessons can be learnt from the way in which community sports facilities are used 

in other countries? 
 
Management of school facilities by the community could be used to a greater extent, 
where the school has priority access during the day. Put others in charge whose role is to 
maximise usage. Allow other users in when the school don’t need the facility.  
 
Coaching 
• Are there enough coaches and volunteers to support sport in Scotland? 
 
There are not enough appropriately trained and experienced coaches to support each area 
of the player pathway however there are a vast number of volunteers delivering sport at all 
stages and providing administrative/management support. 
 
• What systems exist to make sure that best use is made of the coaches who are 

currently available?   
 
There is a targeted approach currently occurring with the introduction of the UKCC and an 
Applied Prior Experiential Learning process, which supports upskilling of people who have 
been delivering while unqualified. 
 
• What are the barriers to more people coaching, and volunteering to support, sport in 

Scotland?  
 
Barriers would be the amount of courses organised across the country, numbers of Tutors 
and Assessors available to deliver these courses, age of participants, costs of these 
courses, communication, Disclosure process and perception and understanding of 
coaching qualifications by individuals, employers, for example  Clubs and Local 
Authorities. 
 
 
If you would like any further information or clarification on any area please do not hesitate 
to contact us at Scottish Hockey Offices. 
 
 
Colleen Reid 
Coach Education Development Manager 
Scottish Hockey  
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