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Balfron Barracudas Swimming Club 
 
The “Balfron Barracudas Swimming Club” was set up 18 months ago to fill the 
gap once a child has reached the final level in Stirling Council's swimming 
lesson programme (applied for and paid for by parents).  It has been set up by 
a committee of enthusiastic parents, with valuable input from Stirling Council's 
Swimming Team and our coaches. 
  
Without this Club, our children (8 years +) would have no access to 
swimming, with one term of weekly 30 minute lessons in primary 5 the only 
entitlement the children have. This is simply not enough to a) teach/improve 
swimming or b) improve fitness in any way.  Surely with the Scottish 
Parliament’s current policy to improve health and fitness amongst school 
children this is seen as a major weakness in our children’s sports education? 
 
We agree with Scottish Swimming’s view that the achievement of an agreed 
set of skills should be required by the end of Primary 3 and Primary 4, with 20 
sessions of 30 minutes per year over two years being offered.  If a child has 
not achieved the entitlement standards by the end of Primary 4, the Scottish 
Government should, through local authorities, provide intensive top-up 
lessons during Primary 5. 
 
We also agree that local authorities should be encouraged to use one 
swimming teacher workforce rather than separate workforces for the local 
authority leisure department and the local authority education department.  As 
a club, we would also like to make the point that we have had major problems 
trying to access and employ swimming coaches in general. 
 
We also believe that Local Authorities and Leisure Trusts should help Scottish 
Swimming to support clubs to make best use of the facilities our country 
already has. 
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