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Introduction 
 
The Scottish Sub Aqua Club welcomes this consultation and the opportunity to 
comment on the Pathways Into Sport Scotland’s first marine bill.. 
 
The Scottish Sub Aqua Club is the national governing body for snorkelling and diving 
in Scotland, and is recognised and supported by sportscotland. SSAC represents the 
interests of 1500 recreational divers across 70 clubs throughout Scotland and northern 
England and is one of the longest established diving organisations in the world, having 
being formed in 1953. SSAC is run entirely by volunteers, delivering quality diver 
training and events.  
 
Response to Consultation questions 
 
Children and sport  
 

• What level of sport and physical activity should be provided by primary 
and, separately, secondary schools?  

It is our view that swimming instruction should form a core part of the primary and 
secondary curriculum as well as other core sports.  
 

• Is a lack of the right type of facilities in schools compromising sports 
education? 

Yes. The lack of swimming pools in schools is a compromising factor in sports 
education in schools. Many new schools are being built without these facilities, and 
pupils suffer as a result; either by not having tuition for water based activities or by 
having to travel to other facilities.  
 

• Who has the responsibility for ensuring that there is adequate sports 
education in the school system? 

The government has ultimate responsibility, but governing bodies can play a part in 
developing programmes which can be delivered by schools.   
 

• Are there enough of the right facilities in schools to deliver appropriate 
levels of sports education? 

As indicated above, we believe there is a lack of the right facilities; namely of 
swimming pools within schools and elsewhere in local authorities.  
 

• How can the links between schools and sports clubs be improved?   
Where clubs have a capacity to do so and schools have a willingness to participate, 
school-club links can play a useful role in the development of sports clubs, and in 
providing further sporting provision outside of school timetable.  
 

• What differences have Active Schools Co-ordinators made to the links 
between schools and clubs? 

No comment  



• What are the barriers to universal access for children to sport, for 
example travel costs and the cost of equipment and kit? 

The key barriers relate to volunteer provision, equipment, and appropriate facilities.  
  
Community facilities 

• How effective has the National and Regional Sports Facilities Strategy 
been in delivering facilities for community use?  

No comment  
• Do local authorities have their own community sports facilities 

strategies? Where such strategies exist, what role do community 
planning partnerships and community health partnerships play in 
developing those strategies?  

No comment  
• What are the barriers to making better use of school and other facilities, 

such as by the wider community, and how can such barriers be 
overcome? 

Having school facilities, particularly swimming pools available to community based 
clubs at reasonable rates.  
 

• How can examples of best practice in the provision of facilities be learned 
from and rolled out on a wider basis? 

No comment  
• What lessons can be learnt from the way in which community sports 

facilities are used in other countries?  
  
Coaching 
 

• Are there enough coaches and volunteers to support sport in Scotland? 
No – we have a continued lack of volunteer coaches and instructors to support adult 

and junior activity. More can be done to support the training and ongoing provision 
of volunteer coaches. This includes providing training to others, such as local 
authority staff, who are able to deliver a wider range of sporting activity.  

 
• What systems exist to make sure that best use is made of the coaches 

who are currently available?   
 

• What are the barriers to more people coaching, and volunteering to 
support, sport in Scotland?  

Our experience suggests the overall trend in volunteering appears to relate to factors 
such as work and personal commitments, rather than a lack of enthusiasm for the 
sport. The, often wrong, perception of child protection may be a factor, but recent 
research has disproved this.   
We also need to provide clubs with geographically suitable facilities and access times 
that suit there availability. 
 
Summary 
 
This response is submitted on behalf of a national governing body for sport. We are 
happy for our response to be made available to the public and for Scottish 
Government policy teams to contact me again in the future. 
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