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Children and sport  
•        What level of sport and physical activity should be provided by primary and, 
separately, secondary schools?  
 
Primary School PE should be focussing on the Fundamentals of sport ensuring 
that young people have a good grasp of the physical literacy skills, a positive 
attitude towards physical activity and education. 
 
Secondary schools should be building on the foundations laid by Primary 
Schools, developing teams and beginning the provision of competitive 
opportunities. 
 
The key is that the Primary staff has laid the foundations so that the Secondary 
school teachers continue the development ensuring that young people are 
enthused by sport and physical activity. 
 
Education must work more closely with sport than they currently do! 
  
•        Is a lack of the right type of facilities in schools compromising sports 
education? 
 
Yes, poor facilities not only affect the quality of provision but can also lead to a 
young person associating sport with a dark, cold environment which they do not 
enjoy. 
 
Facilities are not to be taken in isolation regarding sports education.  ‘Sport’ will 
always be looking for an increase in quality and quantity of the facilities on offer, 
but it is the knowledge and skill of the teacher in delivering fun skills to their 
pupils.  A coach / teacher should be bale to adapt to their surroundings if they’ve 
had the right training.  The PE section of a Primary School teacher’s degree 
course is minimal and this ultimately has a knock-on to their delivery.  These 
people are very important in the development of young people and their attitude 
to and abilities within sport.  
 
•        Who has the responsibility for ensuring that there is adequate sports 
education in the school system? 
The education dept, but they need to ensure that they work closely with the 
Governing Bodies of Sport as well as the Local Authority Sports Development 
Teams.  These outside agencies are the sports specialists and can either provide 
coaches to deliver or for sustainability, education courses for teachers so that 
they can deliver fun activities to young people. 
 
•        Are there enough of the right facilities in schools to deliver appropriate levels 
of sports education? 
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There needs to be an increase in the number of schools who have cricket nets 
within their sports halls.  Whilst the schools themselves may not be using the 
nets as they are a key community facility, what they do or not provide has a 
knock on effect to the community sport provision. 
 
•        How can the links between schools and sports clubs be improved?  
 
The key link should be the Active Schools Co-ordinators but they are often the 
barrier either in not passing on information from Clubs to schools or only 
favouring sports they either enjoy or have knowledge about.  The ASCs should 
be there to provide a breadth of activities to young people with a remit to include 
those sports where there is a club outlet in the local area.  We find that ASCs are 
contacting Governing Bodies and asking them to deliver session where there is 
no club outlet, this is neither sustainable or engenders a participation culture into 
young people. 
 
Clubs will have identified who the key person within a school is and will use them 
as a contact (Primary School Head, Secondary PE teacher) thus bypassing 
ASCs. 
 
Some form of knowledge exchange needs to occur between schools and clubs 
so that they know what each other can offer or requires and this should fall to the 
ASCs in conjunction with the relevant Governing Body Officer. 
 
•        What differences have Active Schools Co-ordinators made to the links 
between schools and clubs? 
 
They have provided another layer of staffing between Clubs, Governing Bodies 
of Sport and schools.  As they have come from a teaching background they do 
not always have the knowledge or skills of the wider developmental aspects of 
sport in the community.  As they will have sporting specialisms either through 
personal participation or knowledge they will favour those sports to the detriment 
of others.  We as a sport have had the negative and positive outcomes from this, 
but would suggest that they focus on sports where there are exit routes, those 
sports that have world championships / cups. 
 
They also have an important role in assisting Governing Bodies in developing 
exit routes where there are none through ‘allowing’ our coaches into schools to 
deliver sessions to build up interest in sport leading to Club formation.  We have 
been met with the response that as there is no exit route there is no access to 
the schools. 
 
To ease any issues we invite ASCs to our area development group meetings 
which are attended by Governing Body Officer, junior convenors, Local Authority 
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Sports Development Officers but from a national viewpoint they do not take up 
this offer. 
 
Where they do not pass on information regarding activity this has a detrimental 
effect on the numbers of young people participating and also the morale of the 
volunteers who are being let down by the professionals whose role it is to act as 
the bridge. 
 
•        What are the barriers to universal access for children to sport, for example 
travel costs and the cost of equipment and kit? 
  
Opportunities to experience quality activity in schools plays a major role in 
whether a young person accesses sport in the community.   Knowledge of what 
is available to a young person needs to improve and this is where ASCs need to 
improve their relationships with Clubs.  At the younger age group there needs to 
be a greater parental knowledge of what is available as ultimately it is them that 
provides the transport and pays for their child to attend, this falls to Clubs, SGBs 
and ASCs, we see this message as being delivered via the Development Groups 
we have across Scotland. 
 
Community facilities 
•        How effective has the National and Regional Sports Facilities Strategy been 
in delivering facilities for community use?  
 
N/A to Cricket 
 
•        Do local authorities have their own community sports facilities strategies? 
Where such strategies exist, what role do community planning partnerships and 
community health partnerships play in developing those strategies?  
 
Pass 
 
•        What are the barriers to making better use of school and other facilities, such 
as by the wider community, and how can such barriers be overcome? 
 
Access  
Football is such a cash cow for facility providers they tend to focus on that as it 
generates income, there is little or no set-up for the staff and it is easy to 
programme. 
 
The role of the school caretaker / janitor needs to be examined as they play an 
important role on whether they open up the school; their wages need to be 
covered for weekend and evening lettings (when the majority of community 
activity happens) and schools will tend to make a decision on the let on the basis 
of the caretaker as oppose to the sporting need. 
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Cost 
The cost of hiring school facilities is high to community groups and this is coming 
with a decrease in quality.  
 
Quality. 
The quality of state school facilities needs to improve and from a cricket 
perspective (a sport that competes in both male and female World Cups) we 
need to see more school sports facilities that are conducive to our sport – e.g. 
flooring that schools allow cricket to be played on and the inclusion of cricket nets 
in schools (especially the new community build schools) 
 
 
 
Community management of the facilities or community steering group eases the 
above issues as it is they that are the users and can work together with facility 
managers to discuss any issues. 
 
 
•        How can examples of best practice in the provision of facilities be learned 
from and rolled out on a wider basis? 
 
SLANOPE is a good network; sportscotland should be playing their part as the 
national agency for sport.  Head teacher network meetings and also the head 
teacher / ASM interface meetings. 
 
•        What lessons can be learnt from the way in which community sports facilities 
are used in other countries? 
 
The multi-sports hub model works well in mainland Europe as well as in Australia 
and New Zealand.  It generates more of a community approach to sport with all 
facilities (outdoor pitches / courts, indoor halls as well as health and fitness 
facilities), this eases the reliance on schools facilities which are not always 
accessible (due to cost, availability, quality of facility) and the Clubs and users 
can share best practice.   
 
Facilities providers in England are beginning to insist that all junior Clubs that 
wish to use their facilities provide details of their child welfare officer, the training 
that this person has undertaken and submit a copy of their child welfare policy 
along with their booking form.  Some are insisting that Clubs have achieved their 
Governing Body kitemark.  Incentives used include priority booking and 
preferential rates. 
 
In England some schools have agreements in place for Leisure Trusts to run 
their facilities out of normal schools hours either through full responsibility or 
through profit and cost share.  This assists in the school becoming an extra 
Community Sports facility and letting charges are in line with . 
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As previously mentioned the community management of sports facilities 
promotes a greater understanding and development. 
 
Coaching 
•        Are there enough coaches and volunteers to support sport in Scotland? 
No, Coaching and volunteering needs to be moved up the agenda, National 
Agency should have a larger team to assist NGB’s in delivering targets. UKCF 
should be the catalyst for this and Coaching Scotland requires to be revamped to 
recognise the wider UK strategy which benefits most Scottish NGB’s through 
economy of scale. Scotland needs to decide politically whether or not it will fully 
engage with UK strategies for coaching. Scottish GB’s are currently confused re 
levels of engagement. 
 
•        What systems exist to make sure that best use is made of the coaches who 
are currently available?   
 
Up to NGB’s to know their coaches. There should be central and local databases 
that merge. None currently exists, people working in isolation!! NGB’s must drive 
coaching and coach development supported by L.A’s. Local Authorities currently 
are resourced with Coaching Officers who work in isolation from sports. 
Alignment of resources id key to success of any future national strategies 
 
•        What are the barriers to more people coaching, and volunteering to support, 
sport in Scotland?  
 
The perception of volunteering needs to be improved, moving the perceived 
culture that volunteering is about caring for someone or working in a charity 
shop.  The profile of volunteering needs to be improved so that it is seen as 
making a positive contribution to society and that the term ‘volunteering’ is given 
an improved image – as it has in mainland Europe.  People who hold roles 
should be given kudos for the role and recognised / rewarded for their 
contribution. 
 
The recruitment of volunteers’ needs to improve and the scope widened to 
encourage those with the necessary skills to get involved, the onus here is on 
Clubs advertising their requirements and explaining what the role will include. 
 
 
Sport relies on volunteers! 
 
Roderick C Smith  
Chief Executive  
Cricket Scotland  
20 November 2008 


