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BADMINTONscotland is the National Governing Body for the sport of 
badminton in Scotland with a wide remit to actively promote and encourage 
badminton development from grass roots through local leagues and 
competitions to the highest playing level, including providing services for 
players and coaches. 
 
We are responsible for the governance, development and delivery of our sport 
in Scotland and provide a formal structure for the many affiliated clubs and 
members throughout the country. We endeavour to provide access to 
competition, coaching and development opportunities in as many areas 
throughout the country as possible, including hard to reach areas such as the 
Highlands and Islands. 
 
Badminton is one of the fastest growing participation sports in the country. It is 
estimated that between four and five million enthusiasts enjoy badminton in 
Great Britain, at an age range of between seven and seventy. Through 
funding from the National Lottery, corporate sponsorship and partners, we 
administer the game, provide services to our members and promote and 
organise events at every level from youth development events to numerous 
European and World Championships in recent years. 
 
BADMINTONscotland welcome this inquiry. We believe it offers an 
opportunity for sports governing bodies and their members to provide their 
views and potential solutions, a process which is especially important with the 
approach of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. We would like to express our 
endorsement of the response from the Scottish Sports Association. 
 
The need for a full and comprehensive PE programme for all school 
aged children.  This should include the development of key skills to 
provide our children with the physical literacy skills required for 
enjoyment and participation in sport and physical activity for life. 
 
BADMINTONscotland sees a healthy participation base as one which is 
stable or growing which includes both males and females, younger children 
through to older adults, from all social backgrounds.   
 
BADMINTONscotland envisages a network of local and regional centres 
(schools, clubs, and local authority venues) where players are welcomed and 
supported to fulfil their ambitions.  The actors in these networks 
(administrators, teachers, coaches, parents and volunteers) will recognise the 
importance of their role and the role of others in the development of 
individuals and the need to work collectively to fulfil the ambitions of 
individuals.   
 
The player improvement pathway will be underpinned by a highly-regarded 
cutting-edge coach education system, and training and competition structures 
aimed at producing a continuous stream of young players sufficiently talented 
enough to lay a foundation for future world-class success. 
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BADMINTONscotland has formulated a specialised Teacher In-service 
training programme and has trained over 150 teachers annually in the fun 
basics of introduction of the sport in schools. It has developed a number of 
resource documents tailored for school badminton at all levels up to Higher 
and is focusing considerable human resource on taking badminton into 
schools through a package of quality coaching sessions to ensure that the 
first interactions of the sport is, for both teacher and school children, a 
memorable, active and  technically competent experience.  
 
The need to have access to suitable and affordable facilities.  This will 
require the use of school facilities outside the school day and during 
holiday periods.  
 
The developing club structure will be underpinned by collaborative working 
with our key partners throughout Scotland in order to improve the accessibility 
of court time at an appropriate cost. This will provide the opportunity for 
greater sustained participation in our sport. 
 
The need to have sufficient coaches and of the right quality.  
 
BADMINTONscotland believes coach education is fundamental and is 
committed to developing coaches to support all players regardless of ability or 
aspiration. We have signed up to the United Kingdom Coaching Certificate to 
ensure parity across the UK within badminton and have developed a 4 x 4 
coaching deployment model which outlines the role descriptors, competencies 
and skills required for coach delivery strands of children, participation, talent 
identification and elite performance. This will support BADMINTONscotland 
in staffing all areas of its long term development pathway. 
 
The need to ensure that links are developed between schools and local 
clubs.  
 
Our participation base will be evident through a thriving school badminton 
programme, a thriving club scene, and the availability of opportunities for 
people to take part in badminton on a casual basis across Scotland. 
 
The hallmarks of a thriving school badminton programme will be the existence 
of badminton clubs in all schools that have access to a badminton court.  
These clubs will provide opportunities for pupils to try badminton for the first 
time, to continue participating and develop their skills and enjoyment of the 
game and have the opportunity to take part in competition within the school 
and with other schools. 
 
The features of a thriving club scene will be a network of badminton clubs 
extending across Scotland, supporting both junior and senior sections for 
males and females.  Clubs will provide opportunities for people to take part in 
social and competitive badminton locally, regionally and nationally, while 
offering quality instruction and coaching. 
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The need to support local clubs and their volunteers 
 
Volunteers are the life-blood of our National Governing Body in all its 
functional areas. Without the generously given time, energy and enthusiasm 
the sport would not be able to drive forward its many coaching, competition 
and youth participation development initiatives and would be required to 
employ a significant number of additional staff, a position which is not 
financially viable. 
 
This base requires input from an enthusiastic group of volunteers ably 
supported by a team of dedicated professional officers. 
 
:  
Anne Smillie 
Chief Executive 
BADMINTONscotland, 
21 November 2008  


